
 
 

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library 
Presents 

 

Was Your Ancestor an 
Odd Fellow?  

International Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) 
 
With 

Karen Kelley-Bays 
How many times have you encountered a gravestone or even a section of the 
cemetery marked IOOF? What did it mean and who were these Odd Fellows? 
And was my ancestor one? Who better to explain the organization and its 
history than a real Odd Fellow and Rebekah herself. 
   
NEW          DAY:       Saturday, July 25, 2026 
NEW          TIME:     10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

                                  The Library opens at 10:00 a.m.  Come Early, Stay Late for Research! 

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St. 
     Free Parking in the parking lot. 

                                                     
Karen June Kelley-Bays is a member of the Odd Fellows and Rebekahs. She has been 
a Warden in the organization, so she travels to different cities and chapters. She works 
and owns her business Kaleidoscope Destinations, where she is a Travel Advisor 
planning memorable trips. She also is a US Navy Veteran. But like us all, family got her 
started into genealogy and history. Karen was adopted, so tracing the ins and outs 

continues to be a challenge, but she has memberships in DAR, UDC, and is a Friend to the SCV. Karen is married 
with 2 children, 6 grands and 6 great-grands. Karen takes to heart the IOOF motto Friendship, Love, and Truth as 
personal words to live by. 
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