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Friday, July 17, 2026
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

S0LE. Bol St Fort Worth JULY PROGRAM
501 E. Bolt St., Fort Worth

Just north of La Gran Plaza. In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library

\
W' saTURDAY, July 25, 2026

Fort Worth History Co Was Your Ancestor an Odd Fellow?

Fort Worth History Center

FREE PARKING is available at the Fort Learning about the International

Worth History Center, on the street, and in

the La Gran Plaza lot ‘across the street. Order Of Odd FellOwS

with
Karen June Kelley

DAY: Saturday, July 25, 2026
TIME: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Free Parking on site, on the street and in the La Gran Plaza lot.

More information about this program and a bio of the
presenter will be available soon on our website at
ixfwgs.org and on our Facebook page at
https://iwww.facebook.com/FortWorthGenealogicalSociety/
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ﬂ_'ﬁ Moving? Changed your email address?
f ‘ It’s now easier than ever to update FWGS when you make a change. The post office does not forward
|2 Footprints without a cost to the Society, so please update your information in the Members Only
section of our website, or contact webmaster@txfwgs.org. Thank you!

© 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society

www.txfwgs.org
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JOIN THE BOARD

4+ OF THE 4
Fort Worth Genealogical Society

We are seeking a diverse group of
dedicated volunteers to serve on our
Board of Directors. If you're passionate
about family history, enjoy community
learning, and want to help shape and
grow a welcoming organization for
genealogists of all experience levels,
we'd love to hear from you.

Board members help guide the
Society’s mission through leadership,
planning, and support of programs and
member services. Your service will
make it possible for us to offer lectures,
workshops, research support, records
sharing, and social events that connect
our members and strengthen local
genealogy resources.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Volunteers are needed to serve on our
Nominating Committee. This committee
plays an important role in helping ensure
our leadership reflects the dedication,
skills, and commitment of our members.

This requires a minor time commitment,
and all members are eligible to serve.

Nominees must

have been members in good standing for a
minimum of one year, and agree to serve.

Time commitment

Nominees should be prepared to commit a
minimum of four hours per month to attend
our monthly board meetings (every 3rd
Friday) and general membership meetings
(the last Saturday), held each month except
December. Each meeting runs from 10:30
a.m. to approximately 12:30 p.m.

Questions? Contact President
Carlene Johnson at

presidentetxfwgs.org.

Yolunteer with us.

Thank you for considering these
opportunities to support the FWGS.
Together we can preserve family history
and help others discover their roots.

© 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society




Fort Worth Genealogical Society Newsletter July 2026

ForT WoRTH. | HISTORY
T CENTER
at the 501 E BOLT ST, FORT WORTH
817-392-7740 « history@fortworthtexas.gov
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Do you dream about writing your own family
history book but don’t know where to begin?

Do you have a smaller genealogy writing project
you need some advice about?

Come to the Genealogy Writing Club and get
started writing your family's history. Have fun
working on your writing projects in a supportive
and encouraging environment.

[ SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM |
\ FW History Center, 501 E. Bolt Street
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GRAND PRAIRIE GENEALOGICAL MID-CITIES GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
SOCIETY A Genealogy Show and Tell
Show & Tell - Potluck Dinner Monday, July 20, 2026 — 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 2, 2026 — 6:30 - 8:30 pm Bedford Public Library
Inspire Room, Grand Prairie Memorial Library, 2424 Forest Ridge Drive, Bedford, TX 76021

901 Conover, Grand Prairie, TX

PARKER COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
Tuesday, July 28, 2026 — 7:00 p.m.
Weatherford Public Library, Genealogical & History Dept.
1014 Charles Street, Weatherford, TX 76086

DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

1776 and Me: Finding Your Revolutionary War Connection
@ VW CRAIG R. SCOTT, MA,cG®, FUGA ~ JULY 25, 2026

A DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY SEMINAR* JOIN US IN-PERSON - via ZOOM - or RECORDING

Utilize the Fort Worth History Center. © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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The City of Fort Worth has announced new plans
to replace the former Central Library, which was

FORT WORTH FORT WORTH located at 500 W. 3rd St. downtown, according to

a recent press release from the Fort Worth Public

PUBLIC LIBRARY  (ibrary.

The FWGS previously held meetings at the building, which housed the library’s genealogy division
until it was forced to downsize and relocate to what is now the Fort Worth History Center. The City
determined that the building it purchased in 2023 at 512 4th St., which housed the Center for
Transforming Lives, does not “meet the desires of the community for a downtown library.”

On June 23, the City Council voted to purchase parcels of land covering approximately 1.38 acres
which comprise all of block 31 between Texas and 10th streets in the Jennings West Addition, from
three separate ownership groups for $5.95 million, plus an additional $55k for estimated closing
costs. These parcels include 901, 915 and 919 Summit Avenue; 900, 906 and 914 Ballinger St.; and
1400 Texas St. Next steps will include building a 30,000-square-foot library, along with an adjacent
parking lot, after demolishing existing structures on the sites.

The public will “have opportunities to provide input on what should be incorporated into the new
downtown library.”

Read more at:
https://docs.google.com/document/
d/IuEmvtO6srHOAzUtd _OsncéebV
HDo7wINGlupn6BFOkY/edit?
tab=t.0

https://fortworthreport.org/2026/06/
17/fort-worth-opens-next-chapter-
in-search-for-new-downtown-

library/
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Imagery ©2026 Airbus, MaxarTechnologies, Vexcel Imaging, US, Inc., Map
data ©2026 Google

Follow us on Facebook © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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What's New with
African American Genealogy

was presented by Genealogy Librarian Suzanne Fritz on
Saturday, June 27" at the Fort Worth History Center.
Suzanne shared information on the 10 Million Names Project (https://10millionnames.org/)
This project encompasses the geographic territory that is today the United States. It covers five
Flagship Projects:

1. Making America: Records of Enslaved Laborers Within and Beyond the Plantation

2. Journeys to Liberation: Records of Migrants, Mariners and Freedom Seekers

3. On the Battlefield: Records of Soldiers, Veterans and Refugees

4. Community Building: Records of Black Institutions

5. Remembering Slavery: Testimonials After Emancipation

Other research recommendations mentioned were the following.
International African American Museum: Center for Family History in Charleston, SC
laamuseum.org Podcasts.
Examples: “Entwined Histories: The Ties That Bind Descendants of Enslavers and the
Enslaved”; “Tracing the Unseen: Genealogy Challenges of Free People of Color”

The Georgetown Memory Project https://gu272.americanancestors.org/

Books

Forgotten Patriots: Northern Theater, Ric Murphy, Editor, 2026

The Complete Guide to Family Tree DNA by Roberta Estes, 2024

Payne-ful Business: Charleston’s Journey to Truth by Margaret Seidler, 2024

The Secret in Our Genes: Out of Africa and Into the World: Unlocking Hidden Histories Embedded in
Our DNA by Buelo Addaeyah, and Afia Henewaa, 2025

Ancestry DNA Ancestral Origins: 2025 update is out with more than 3600 places around the world.

Share this newsletter with a friend or colleague. © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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Happy July — time to turn that family history
into a patriotic pastime!

Your membership helps support the preservation of the stories that connect us all.

Starting at just $26 per year, your membership entitles you to four digital issues of our quarterly journal,
Footprints, and access to the Members Only area of our website. There you will find resources to help with
your research, as listed below. Membership in FWGS runs from January 1* to December 31°* yearly. Join
or renew online at https://itxfwgs.org/join and pay by credit card. Help us continue our collective mission.

Benefits of Membership

Publication access in the Members Only section of our website (our monthly newsletters, our quarterly
journal, Footprints (also available via USPS mail for an additional fee), Bulletins from 1957-1997, and a
listing of the pioneers of Fort Worth and Tarrant County from 1848- 1870)

Quarterly journals from genealogical societies across the U.S. with which we exchange

Access to specialized resources (member-only databases and archival materials)

Monthly programs on timely genealogical topics

« Networking with experienced genealogists and local researchers

Access to expert help (mentoring, research advice, and consultations)

Discounted or free entry to society events and seminars

» Volunteer and leadership opportunities to develop research and organizational skills

« Opportunities to contribute to published research and shared family trees

« Social and community events that connect members with shared heritage interests

Share this newsletter with a friend and
2025-2026 FWGS s
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ask them to join you for our next program.

PRESIDENT: Carlene Johnson * *
VICE PRESIDENT: Debra Lochtrog
SECRETARY: Janet Minke (Acting)
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Debbie Pearson \ I3 3
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Janet Minke D *’ N tc.w
FOOTPRINTS EDITOR: Vicky Seibel 4
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DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Brenda Crump : ;
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Cecelia httpesitmerica b ory?

HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST: - OPEN -
Van Donselaar 2
: Check out Texas America 250 at
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Karrisa Moseley htt .
ps://www.texasamerica250.com/

Join now! © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society




