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Former Head of Special Collections at UTA Arlington Libraries Brenda
McClurken discusses her inadvertent discovery of the Chandor Gardens
guest book and the treasure trove of famous signatures inscribed.
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DAY: Saturday, May 30, 2026
. . TIME: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
1> During the April FWGS general
membership meeting, attendees approved S
e L Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Section 6 of the bylaws shall be amen dle d Free Parking on site, on the street and in the parking lot across the street.
| he word “nomination” with th
10 rzp,,ace t. et ° g, oth a Ot_ th t"e Brenda MeClurken has long had a passion for archives and historical research and has
e . AR SRS S S taken an atypical journey toward her dream. She processed her first archival collection
read: as a senior history student at Colorado Woman's College in Denver and was
immediately “smitten.” Brenda began her library career in the Western History
Section 6. Vacancies. Vacancies on the Department of the Denver Public Library. In her native state of Arizona, she detoured
Board of Directors, whether temporary into architectural librarianship, real estate brokerage and construction. Returning to
or permanent, including Executive her passion, she completed her MLS at the University of Arizona in 1991. Moving to Texas in 1994, Brenda
Officers, may be filled by appointment was quick to volunteer her services working with archival collections in Weatherford and Fort Worth,
by the P’resid ent, approval by the Board particularly Historic Fort Worth’s Ball, Eddleman, and McFarland family papers. She completed an Archival
y R e . Administration Certificate at UT Arlington in 2001 and became a certified archivist in 2002.
of Directors and ratification by the
membership.
[> Karrisa Moseley has stepped up as our webmaster in addition to her position as social media manager. Vicky Seibel has stepped down due
to family obligations but continues to be our Footprints editor.
Moving? Changed your email address? pr-
¥ | 8 neel Moethér's
- __ It’s now easier than ever to update FWGS when you make a change. The post office does not forward . I%é.};'
:L Footprints without a cost to the Society, so please update your information in the Members Only \;_ 2.3 ’ Z

section of our website, or contact webmaster@txfwgs.org. Thank you!

www.txfwgs.org info@txfwgs.org © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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Fort Worth Public Library
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The Billy W. Sills Lecture Serie

A and
EONAN]
%7 QUENTIN McGOWN
Fort Worthll’ present

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

“Slates to Tablets: A History
of Education in Fort Worth

‘i

For man)} years Quentin McGown, a sixth-generation Texan, fourth-generation
attorney, ;’an Associate Judge in Tarrant County’s Probate Court Number One,

and author of four books about Fort Worth, has been committed to ensuring
that the rﬁ:h history of Fort Worth is well-documented and preserved. He has

Do you dream about writing your own family
history book but don’t know where to begin?

recently turned this same commitment to the preservation of history to that of Do you have a Sma!ler genealogy writing project
the public school system in Fort Worth. Starting with its beginnings in the fort in you need some advice about?
1854, to the establishment of a public school system controlled by the city, and
finally anj/independent school system. Quentin McGown offers you an Come to the Genealogy Writing Club and get
opportunity to become an authority on the subject. Join us fof the last 2025- started writing your family's history. Have fun
2026 Billy W. Sills Lecture Series. working on your writing projects in a supportive
Saturday, May 9, 2026 | 10:00 a.m. and encouraging environment.
FWISD Service Center /
7060 Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth / b3
Coffee and "nibbles" begin at 9:30 a.m. F SALE RDAYMAY-15, 2026§.. 4

; 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
FW History Center, 501 E. Bolt Street

Follow us on Facebook © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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ﬁA'FBI 7 “No Death Certificate: No Problem!

Barbara Coakley, a professional Dallas area genealogy speaker,

visited FWGS and spoke on her topic “No Death Certificate: No Problem!”

Her talk centered on illustrating great real-life examples from her own family on how many ways you can document
a death, even without a death certificate. In addition to the expected courthouse records, such as wills and probate
packets, or various death registrations, tax records or deeds, she also reminded us to use cemetery or funeral home
records. Some gravestones include lots of other information.

Barbara mentioned unusual resources as well. She gave examples of obituaries from newspapers, magazines, and
professional journals, and membership publications such as Masonic or engineering journals, or church denomination
newspapers. Using city directories to find when a couple is listed as just the widow can indicate the year the husband
died. She reminded us that the federal census has mortality schedules for certain years.

It was an excellent talk with a very thorough handout.

— Debbie Pearson

« MyHeritage: MyHeritage DNA kit + 30-day Complete trial e
showing $19.90 (was $89) with free shipping for U.S. orders. Nother'sVay

OFFER ENDS MAY 3rd MyHeritage

« 23andMe: Mother's Day offers — Ancestry Service $79 (was
$99); Advanced/health bundles and 23andMe+ Premium
discounted (55% off).

OFFERS END MAY 10th (limit 4 kits) 23andMe Offers

+ FamilyTree DNA: Family Finder, $39 & mtDNA $119.
Save more when you bundle together! ‘”;“C::"Y:‘“ff:“g -
OFFERS GOOD THROUGH MAY 11th. o eseasig iy e, 5;35 % OFF

3 a
upto 25% off Advan
digitization

« Ancestry: Save up to 50%-+ on annual Gift Memberships. Ancestry Sale
AncestryDNA: AncestryDNA kit adds to cart at $29; Traits add-on $10 AncestryDNA;
AncestryDNA + Family Tree Package only $30! AncestryDNA+
AncestryPreserve: $§20 for kit + 25% off digitization. AncestryPreserve Sale
ANCESTRY OFFERS END at 10 a.m. ET on MAY 11th. FamilyTreeDNA

© 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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Don't let your subscription siesta —

renew this May and keep the fiesta alive!

Renew today to keep supporting the preservation of the stories that connect us all.

Starting at just $26 per year, your membership entitles you to four digital issues of our quarterly journal,
Footprints, and access to the Members Only area of our website. There you will find resources to help with
your research, as listed below. Membership in FWGS runs from January 1% to December 31* yearly. Join
or renew online at https://txfwgs.orgl/join and pay by credit card. Help us continue our collective mission.

Exchange Publications - FWGS exchanges Footprints for quarterly journals of other genealogical societies
across the United States. Their journals are found in this section under each society’s listing.
Tarrant Co, TX Probate Index - The records began in the Tarrant County Courthouse after the fire of April,
1876. This particular index goes from 1876 until 1927.
Pioneers 1848-1870 - An alphabetical listing of the pioneers of Fort Worth and Tarrant County from 1848-
1870. The sources are listed at the top of the main page.
Footprints Quarterly Journal - Copies of current and previous years of Footprints can be read and
downloaded.
1957-1997 Bulletins - Prior to Footprints the FWGS published Bulletins on a monthly basis. These are
available for viewing and download.
Meeting Minutes - Minutes of each of our monthly General Membership Meetings.
Membership List - If members wish to opt out or limit information on the list you may edit your Profile or
contact the webmaster for help.

COMING SOON - A searchable Surname Database of all FWGS publications.

2025-2026 FWGS Have you ever considered becoming a Sustaining or Contributing Member?
BOARD OF DIRECTORS These memberships sustain our work and contributions to the Fort Worth
PRESIDENT: Carlene Johnson Public Library. Details are on the new Membership Form.

VICE PRESIDENT: Debra Lochtrog
SECRETARY: Janet Minke (Acting)
TREASURER: Crystal Barth
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Janice Blakely
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Debbie Pearson
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Janet Minke
FOOTPRINTS EDITOR: Vicky Seibel
HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Brenda Crump
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Cecelia

Van Donselaar

Volunteer with us! © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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MEMORIAL
=DAY=

MAY 25

Memorial Day is an excellent time for genealogists and family historians to “jumpstart” their

collection of family history. Be prepared to take notes—either by writing things down on paper,
typing them into a smartphone, or making an audio recording—and have supplies ready.

Here are a few practical, respectful ways to research genealogy on Memorial Day:
1. Visit local cemeteries
o Look for family plots, headstone inscriptions, birth/death dates, and veteran markers.
o Photograph stones and record GPS locations.
o Note nearby graves—neighbors can indicate family connections.
2. Check military sections and memorials
o Read plaques and roll-call lists for names, units, and service dates.

o Photograph names to research service records later.

(O8]

. Attend local Memorial Day events
o Talk with veterans, organizers, and older attendees—oral histories and local knowledge
are often shared at these events.
o Pick up programs or flyers that list honorees.
4. Use grave-registration resources
o Use Find A Grave, BillionGraves, or local cemetery office indexes to confirm names and
plot locations.
o Upload your photos and transcriptions to those sites if missing.
5. Access military records
o If you note veteran markers, later request service records (NARA for U.S. military), unit
histories, draft cards, or pension files to add details.
6. Visit nearby churches and funeral homes
o Ask about burial registers, funeral programs, and member records—some offices are
open or have staff present during memorial activities.
7. Check local historical societies and veterans’ organizations
o They may have honor rolls, photo albums, scrapbooks, or vertical files accessible during

Memorial Day commemorations.

Cemember

Thank you for your sacrifices. © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society



