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S No Death Certificate: No Problem

501 E. Bolt St., Fort Worth .
it north of La Gran Plaza. Wlth

! Barbara Coakley

SATURDAY, April 25, 2026 ' ' _
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Death certificates or death registers aren't always available. Learn about
Fort Worth History Center other records that can provide details about our ancestors’ passing.

e e G DAY: ~ Saturday, April 25, 2026
across the street. TIME: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p-m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Free Parking on site, on the street and in the parking lot across the street.

Barbara Coakley began her interest in family history over 40 years
ago with an envelope of family papers. She traveled throughout the
U.S. and Europe, visiting her ancestral homelands and doing
research. To further her education, Barbara completed ProGen49 and
attended all of the major institutes and many national and regional
conferences. Her current focus is on sharing the stories of her
ancestors. Barbara is the President of Genealogy Friends of Plano,
TX Libraries, the Treasurer for the Texas State Genealogical Society,
and a volunteer for the Dallas Genealogical Society. She is a member of DAR and many
national, state, and local genealogical and historical societies. Before she retired, Barbara
taught genealogy continuing education classes at Collin College for 15 years. Now she
lectures on a wide variety of topics for genealogical societies, libraries, and senior
communities across the United States.
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=l Moving? Changed your email address?
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It’s now easier than ever to update FWGS when you make a change. The post office does not forward

I'-‘ID.’ ING G . 3 2 5
Il l} Footprints without a cost to the Society, so please update your information in the Members Only
section of our website, or contact webmaster@itxtwegs.org. Thank you!
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Bronwyn Bowen. a lifelong educator and a lover of gravestone art,
presented her charming program, Symbolism in Gravestone Art: Texas and
Beyond. She shared numerous photos of gravestones from historic to

modern, located in cemeteries around the world. Bronwyn enlightened us all with historic symbolic information. For
example, an inverted torch on a gravestone is the Victorian symbol of death; clasped hands represent the welcoming of
someone into Heaven, or saying farewell, usually between spouses — look for a difference in the sleeve cuffs; and many,
many more. She provided handouts at the end of the program.

txfwgs.org © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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FWHC STAFF

SPOTLIGHT

Introducing Larisa Kosov

Larisa joined the FW History Center in November 2025 and quickly became a warm, welcoming presence for every visitor
as our customer service representative. Born in a suburb of Moscow when it was part of the USSR, she held a variety of
jobs growing up, with her favorite work involving the local library system. In the 1990s Larisa and her husband moved to
the United States with their two sons, living in the Northeast for several years before returning to Russia briefly. She holds
dual Russian and U.S. citizenship and moved to Texas three years ago to be closer to one of her sons. She is delighted to
call the Fort Worth area home.

National DNA Day 2026 —
Celebrating 20 Years of Genomic Discoveries

National-
ADay /.
April 25, _ _
2026 M April 25, 2026 marks National DNA Day, an annual moment to celebrate the successful
completion of the Human Genome Project in 2003, which came about after the discovery of
DNA’s double helix in 1953 by Francis Crick, Rosalind Franklin, James Watson, and Maurice Wilkins. This year’s
observance carries special significance: it coincides with the 20th anniversary of major advances in population-scale
sequencing and the expansion of clinical genomics that have reshaped medicine, research, and public conversation about
genetics.

In the world of scientific progress, two decades of technological advances, cheaper, faster sequencing and better
computational tools, have moved genomics from a research specialty into routine clinical and public-health practice.
Clinically, genomic testing now informs diagnosis and treatment across cancer, rare disease, and pharmacogenomics,
improving outcomes and helping tailor therapies to individuals. Societally, broader access to genetic information has
sparked debate about data sharing, equity in genomic medicine, and ethical use of gene-editing technologies.

Read about these talented scientists at the Science History Institute Museum & Library website,
www.sciencehistory.org/education/scientific-biographies/francis-crick-rosalind-franklin-james-

watson-and-maurice-wilkins/.

Learn more about National DNA Day at the National Human Genome Research Institute
www.genome.gov/dna-day

Limited Time DNA Sale

Only $19.90 $s5
DNA kit + 30-day Complete free trial, + FREE shipping

€ MyHeritage SNA

ONA TESTING KIT

Follow us on Facebook © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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Spring back in —
renew your membership this April!

Renew today to keep supporting the preservation of the stories that connect us all.

Starting at just $26 per year, your membership entitles you to four digital issues of our quarterly journal,
Footprints, and access to the Members Only area of our website. There you will find resources to help with
your research, as listed below. Membership in FWGS runs from January 1* to December 31°* yearly. Join
or renew online at https://txfwgs.orgl/join and pay by credit card. Help us continue our collective mission.

Exchange Publications - FWGS exchanges Footprints for quarterly journals of other genealogical societies
across the United States. Their journals are found in this section under each society’s listing.

Tarrant Co, TX Probate Index - The records began in the Tarrant County Courthouse after the fire of April,
1876. This particular index goes from 1876 until 1927.

Pioneers 1848-1870 - An alphabetical listing of the pioneers of Fort Worth and Tarrant County from 1848-
1870. The sources are listed at the top of the main page.

Footprints Quarterly Journal - Copies of current and previous years of Footprints can be read and
downloaded.

1957-1997 Bulletins - Prior to Footprints the FWGS published Bulletins on a monthly basis. These are
available for viewing and download.

Meeting Minutes - Minutes of each of our monthly General Membership Meetings.

Membership List - If members wish to opt out or limit information on the list you may edit your Profile or
contact the webmaster for help.

COMING SOON - A searchable Surname Database of all FWGS publications.

Have you ever considered becoming a Sustaining or Contributing Member?
These memberships sustain our work and contributions to the Fort Worth
Public Library. Details are on the new Membership Form.

2025-2026 FWGS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT: Carlene Johnson
VICE PRESIDENT: Debra Lochtrog
SECRETARY: Janet Minke (Acting) %ﬁ _ . 1 *' = @‘;@
TREASURER: Crystal Barth \ i
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Janice Blakely O ] 3 1 d A A 1@%
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Debbie Pearson % il g4 [ » = ' ’
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Janet Minke @?&% y B 1\
FOOTPRINTS EDITOR: Vicky Seibel d‘%
HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Brenda Crump
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Cecelia

Wi

Van Donselaar

Volunteer with us! © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society



