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MARCH MEETINGS

Friday, March 20, 2026 MARCH PROGRAM

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ; In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library
Fort Werth History Center

501 E. Bolt S5t., Fort Worth
Just north of La Gran Plaza.

Symbolism in Gravestone Art:
. _vipiog o Texas and Beyond

Fort Worth History Center

FREE PARKING is available at the With
Fort Worth History Center and in the lot
across the street.
Bronwyn Bowen

Cemeteries are filled with images intended to convey specific meanings
to observers. The symbolic significance of older gravestones is often
lost to later generations. Let's read the inscriptions but also learn and
appreciate what those symbols teach about our ancestors and their
times.

DAY: Saturday, March 28, 2026
TIME: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Free Parking on site and in the parking lot across the street.

Bronwyn Bowen holds a bachelor’s degree in English and journalism from the
University of Mississippi, and ESL teaching credentials from New School
University in New York City. She has been an ESL teacher for adults in NYC
and Abilene, and also had a career in the medical lield as a medical PR writer
and HIV/AIDS prevention educator. Now in retirement, Bronwyn returns to
her writing roots by lacilitating several poetry appreciation and memoir-writing
groups in Austin, She published two books of short memoirs: Laughing AN the
Way, A Lucky Life and Still Gor Something to Say. An avid "Cemetery
Afficiando". She is a lover of gravestone art and now scours cemeteries looking
for interesting stones that speak to her.
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Moving? Changed your email address?

It’s now easier than ever to update FWGS when you make a change. The post office does not forward '
Footprints without a cost to the Society, so please update your information in the Members Only . o -)
section of our website, or contact webmasterf@txtwgs.org. Thank you! " v o
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FINDING IRISH*
ANCESTORS

SATURDAY,
MARCH 14, 20286

2:00 p.m.
501 E. Bolt 51, Fort Worth

Celebrate Soimt Patrick’s Doy by Finding irigh
Ancestors!l Learn about avallable records,
recerd |oss, and strategies for researching Irish
Amarican family histary. Presarva and share
family history through food by writing fovarite
lamily recipes on Index ecards ar lind a new
fovorlte ond odd It to o reclpe card.®

Do you dream aboul writing yvour own Tamily history
book but dont know where to begin?

Do you worry that Ahnentafel and the Register
System are just too confusing?®

Do you have a smaller genealogy wriling project you
need some advice about?

Come 1o the Genealogy Writing Club and get started
writing your family’s history. Have fun working on
NOUr wriling projects in g supporlive and encouraging
Envirgnment,

AUTHOR VISIT:
A BIG MESS IN TEXAS

© 21 MARCH 2026
© 2:00-z00PM,

| SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM .
I FW History Center, 501 E. Bolt Street = CAHD TR
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DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY « SPRING 2026 SEMINAR

FROM HEADLINES
TO HISTORY:

Using the Bomber News archive

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
10AM - 11AM

Join us to warch a presentation from the University of
North Texas Libraries about the new Bomber News
digital archive, available through The Portal to Texas
History (https://texashistory.unt.edu).

Ay .. J £ SASER :“‘J‘-‘“'?”' SARGH;
74 Wh‘u::::* : Ger(mnGeneaoglc:?ﬁ esearch Sh'atEg;&

Scan the QK code to register
to watch from home:

Or join us in the Library
classroom te watch together!
8215 White Setuement Road

This project i made pessible by & g from the 025 w
i )

Institute of Musesum and Libeary Services (Texas Staie
Litsrary and Archives Commission, LiBRraRY
\Grant # TXT-26009), * (oz5)  ARCHIVES

ATTEND IN-PERSON or VIA ZOOM or RECORDING « REGISTER at dallasgenealogy.org

Follow us on Facebook

© 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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Wendy MclLean presented her highly informative program, The Use of
Genetic Genealogy in Forensic Casework”. She spoke about the critical work
being done at the UNT Health Center’s Center for Human Identification, and
the challenges they meet being bound by current laws limiting research tools.
Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy (FIGG) is a growing field and with that comes changing boundaries. Quality
assurance in forensic science is paramount. A quote Wendy shared holds as true today as when it was written in the 19™
century: “If the law has made you a witness, remain a man of science. You have no victim to avenge, no guilty or innocent
person to convict or save — you must bear testimony within the limits of science.” — Dr. Paul Camille Hippolyte Brouardel,
19" Century French pathologist, professor of forensics, and member of the Académie Nationale de Médecine.
FIG Genealogists are limited to FamilyTree DNA and GEDmatch Pro databases, as well as Family Search, Genealogy
Bank.com, National Archives, BeenVerified.com, and Facebook genealogical records when doing research. Others are not
allowed law enforcement access, which greatly hinders researchers’ ability to identify family members.
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FEBRE::;ZRAM gﬂfﬂ-"u‘-‘tﬁf Sheila Randolph presented her lighthearted program, The NPE* Blues, on a
deeply personal subject - NPE’s — Non-Parental Events, otherwise known as “Not

the Parent Expected”. She brought humor and compassion to her own family’s
story of discovering a non-parental event in her own family tree relating to one of her grandparents.

In addition to our valued members, we welcomed special visitors from Oklahoma who are part of an NPE support group
called DNA Identity Surprise and This NPE Life. They spoke of how devastating it can be when one learns their biological
parent 1s not who they believed them to be.

© 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society
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The pot of gold is staying connected.
Renew your subscription today!

Renew today to keep supporting the preservation of the stories that connect us all.

Starting at just $26 per year, your membership entitles you to four digital issues of our quarterly journal,
Footprints, and access to the Members Only area of our website. There you will find resources to help with
your research, as listed below. Membership in FWGS runs from January 1% to December 31* yearly. Join
or renew online at https:/ltxfwgs.orgljoin and pay by credit card. Help us continue our collective mission.

Exchange Publications - FWGS exchanges Footprints for quarterly journals of other genealogical societies
across the United States. Their journals are found in this section under each society's listing.

Tarrant Co, TX Probate Index - The records began in the Tarrant County Courthouse after the fire of April,
1876. This particular index goes from 1876 until 1927.

Pioneers 1848-1870 - An alphabetical listing of the pioneers of Fort Worth and Tarrant County from 1848-
1870. The sources are listed at the top of the main page.

Footprints Quarterly Journal - Copies of current and previous years of Footprints can be read and
downloaded.

1957-1997 Bulletins - Prior to Footprints the FWGS published Bulfetins on a monthly basis. These are
available for viewing and download.

Meeting Minutes - Minutes of each of our monthly General Membership Meetings.

Membership List - If members wish to opt out or limit information on the list you may edit your Profile or
contact the webmaster for help.

COMING SOON - A searchable Surname Database of all FWGS publications.

Have you ever considered becoming a Sustaining or Contributing Member?
2025-2026 FWGS These memberships sustain our work and contributions to the Fort Worth
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Public Library. Details are on the new Membership Form.

PRESIDENT: Carlene Johnson
VICE PRESIDENT: Debra Lochtrog
SECRETARY: Janet Minke (Acting)
TREASURER: Crystal Barth
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Janice Blakely
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Debbie Pearson
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Janet Minke
FOOTPRINTS EDITOR: Vicky Seibel
HISTORIAN /| ARCHIVIST: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Brenda Crump
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: - OPEN -
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Cecelia

Van Donselaar

Volunteer with us! © 2026 Fort Worth Genealogical Society



