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JUNE MEETINGS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Friday, June 20, 2025
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Fort Worth History Center
501 E. Bolt St., Fort Worth
Just north of La Gran Plaza.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
Tuesday, June 24, 2025
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Fort Worth History Center

FREE PARKING is available at the 
Fort Worth History Center and across 
the street.

JUNE 2025

www.txfwgs.org Share this newsletter with a friend.info@txfwgs.org

Moving? Changed your email address? 
It’s now easier than ever to update FWGS when you make a change. The post office does not 

forward Footprints without a cost to the Society, so please update your information in the 
Members Only section of our website, or contact webmaster@txfwgs.org. Thank you!

A change was approved in April 2025 to
the FWGS Bylaws. This change allows
moving the monthly membership
meeting to a time other than Tuesday
nights in an effort to accommodate
members who have difficulty attending
at the current time. 

Beginning July 26, 2025, the General
Membership Meetings will be held at
10:30 a.m. on the last Saturday of
each month at the Fort Worth History
Center. We look forward to learning if
this change is beneficial to more
members.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING TIME CHANGE AHEAD

 Presents
In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library 

Preserving Your Own 
Personal Archives

With 

Allison Kirchner
Do you have old tintypes, old photographs, or maybe you are lucky
enough to have an ancestor's actual Bible or diary? Is it in the attic, a box
in the garage, or a plastic folder? Maybe those VHS tapes of your
children’s birthday parties are in there, too. Have you checked on it all
lately? Allison will help us with some DOs and DON’Ts, and some good
practices for keeping those items safe for OUR descendants, too. 

DAY:
TIME:
PLACE: 

Tuesday, June 24, 2025
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Fort Worth History Center, 501 E Bolt ST
Free Parking in the parking lot and across the street.

Allison Kirchner is an archives specialist at Texas
Christian University's Mary Couts Burnett Library in Fort
Worth. With a background in history and library science,
she has been working in the archival field since 2010 and
is a Certified Archivist. At TCU, Kirchner focuses on
digitization and metadata creation within the Special
Collections and Archives department. Allison also works
with the archives of FWISD and of University Baptist
Church, where she attends with her husband and
daughter. 

http://www.txfwgs.org/
mailto:info@txfwgs.org
mailto:webmaster@txfwgs.org
http://www.txfwgs.org/
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2nd Wife 
Susan Ruffin Tyler

1889-1953

Lyon Gardiner Tyler, Sr.
1853-1935

2  Wife nd

Julia Gardiner Tyler
1820-1889 

President John Tyler
1790-1862

Photos from public domain
or with permission

Harrison Ruffin Tyler
1928-2025

HARRISON RUFFIN
TYLER HAS DIED

Harrison Ruffin Tyler, 96, grandson of
10th President John Tyler, and the last
living connection to a U.S. President
born in the 18  century, passed away
on May 25, 2025. His grandfather, yes
you read that correctly, was
responsible for the annexation of
Texas. 

th

Read more about this incredible legacy
at the following links.

Smithsonian Article
CBS News Article

People Magazine Article

Watch this 2018 family interview:
CBS Evening News 2018 Video

The Fall Seminar committee needs volunteers to help at the sign-in desk
and in other capacities. Please contact Teresa Wilson at
Seminar@txfwgs.org for more information.

We also need volunteers to scan old issues of Footprints that will then
be uploaded to our website. Contact Janice Blakely at
janice@blakelys.us for more information.

BOARD VACANCIES:
Program Director and Historian/Archivist positions are open. We would
love to have you join us! Inquire now at info@txfwgs.org.

In response to a request from Jamie
Parker at the Tarrant County Archives,
an Indexing Committee was created in
May.
 
Phase One of this project has already
begun, creating a searchable database
of surnames in old Bulletins and all
Footprints issues in which they appear. 

Phase Two will consist of a searchable
Topical Index for the same
publications. 

We currently have a Surname Index
available in the Members section of
our website, which covers through
1997. The existing Topical Index
covers 1958 through 2012 issues.
Once complete, these new databases
will be available to our members on
our website.

The committee welcomes data entry
volunteers to assist in this project.

SEARCHABLE INDEXES
ARE COMING

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY GENEALOGY GROUPS

As part of fulfilling some of our outreach goals, our Education Task Force reached
out to retirement communities in Tarrant County to determine whether residents
had an interest in meeting to discuss genealogy. I am pleased to be part of this
enterprise and to report on our success.

Stevenson Oaks Retirement Community, Broadway Cityview Retirement
Community, and Trinity Terrace Retirement Community have active genealogy
groups that meet monthly. I regularly attend the first two group meetings as the
leader, bringing information about areas of genealogical interest and serving as a
resource to help answer questions posed by attendees. I am privileged to
participate in the Trinity Terrace meetings by invitation, as a non-resident member.

It is wonderful meeting so many people who are interested in preserving family
history and learning more about their genealogy. Preparing for these group
meetings keeps me on my toes, reinforcing the need for continual learning as
research methods evolve, and more sources of information become available
online.

Janet Minke, Member
FWGS Education Task Force

FW History Center 
offers free access 
to tools such as
Ancestry.com Library
Edition* as well as other
resources that can help
with research of
indigenous or enslaved
people. A genealogy
specialist on staff can
also help guide your
research. 

https://www.facebook.com/FortWorthGenealogicalSociety
https://images.findagrave.com/photos/2020/260/68611043_d436bd4a-89cb-4e2e-b6c5-854fe9833d39.jpeg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lyon_G._Tyler_LCCN2014696527.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Julia_Tyler.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Julia_Tyler.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Julia_Tyler.jpg
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MEMBERSHIP IN FWGS IS A BARGAIN!
Starting at $23 per year, your membership entitles you to four digital issues of our quarterly journal Footprints, and access to the
Members Only area of our website. There you will find resources to help with your research, as listed below. Membership in
FWGS runs January 1  to December 31  yearly. Join online at https://www.txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php and pay by credit card, or
click here to print your membership form, then mail the form and payment to us.

st st

Surname Research - A list of surnames being researched by members with a link to email for more information.

Exchange Publications - FWGS exchanges Footprints for quarterly journals of other genealogical societies across the United

States. Their journals are found in this section under each society’s listing.

Tarrant Co, TX Probate Index - The records began in the Tarrant County Courthouse after the fire of April, 1876. This particular

index goes from 1876 until 1927. 

Pioneers 1848-1870 - An alphabetical listing of the pioneers of Fort Worth and Tarrant County from 1848 -1870. The sources

are listed at the top of the main page.

Footprints Quarterly Journal -  Copies of current and previous years of Footprints can be read and downloaded.

1957-1997 Bulletins - Prior to Footprints the FWGS published Bulletins on a monthly basis. These are available for viewing and

download.

Meeting Minutes - Minutes of each of our monthly General Membership Meetings.

Membership List - If members wish to opt out or limit information on the list you may edit your Profile or contact the webmaster

for help.

Have you ever considered becoming a Sustaining or Contributing Member? These memberships sustain our work and
contributions to the Fort Worth Public Library. Details are on the new Membership Form. 

YOUR FWGS MEMBERSHIP will also provide you with a discount on the upcoming FWGS Fall Seminar. See
www.txfwgs.org/store.php?sid=1. You can print a registration form and mail a check, or register and pay online. 
Make sure you are signed on to the FWGS website as a member before registering to access your member discount.

Letter from the Acting Editor
Some changes are happening in our
FWGS leadership. Our dedicated and
tireless Newsletter Editor, Debbie
Pearson, had to step down from this
position due to unforeseen
circumstances. Please join me in
thanking Debbie for her hard work in
this capacity over the years. She has
done a remarkable job juggling this
and other duties as an elected, yet  
volunteer, FWGS Board member. 

We will thankfully still be seeing
Debbie at our meetings and
appreciate all of the other ways she
serves to make this organization a
success. 

 Janice Blakely
Acting Newsletter Editor

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT: Carlene Johnson

VICE PRESIDENT: Debra Lochtrog

SECRETARY: Teresa Wilson

TREASURER: Crystal Barth

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR: Janet Minke 

FOOTPRINTS EDITOR: Vicky Seibel

Acting NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Janice Blakely

Acting PROGRAM DIRECTOR: 
Debbie Pearson

HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST:  - VACANT - 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Brenda Crump

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: - VACANT - 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: 
Cecelia Van Donselaar

Follow us on Facebook  © 2025 Fort Worth Genealogical Society

to 
Our New 2025 Members

STAUSSA ERVIN

CHEERFUL LONG

LAURA SEARCY

WILLIAM CARRELL

VANESSA MURPHY

MELINDA BARNES

KAREN WIESMAN

BRENDA CRUMP

CAROLYN PITTMAN

BRAD PITTMAN

BRIAN BATEMAN

RICK SPRINGER

ROBIN SNOW

SANDRA PLANE

https://txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php
http://www.txfwgs.org/store.php?sid=1
https://www.facebook.com/FortWorthGenealogicalSociety
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Diana Elder AGⓇ, AGLTM, is a professional genealogist accredited in the Gulf South region of
the United States. Diana authored Research Like a Pro: A Genealogist’s Guide and co-authored
the companion volume, Research Like a Pro with DNA: A Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and
Confirming Ancestors with DNA Evidence. Diana and her daughter, Nicole Dyer, host the
Research Like a Pro Genealogy Podcast and share research tips on their website,
FamilyLocket.com.

Fall 2025 Genealogy Seminar 
Diana Elder, AG, AGLTM

September 6, 2025
9:30 am - 3:30 pm

Seminar Sessions Include:
Understanding AI in Genealogy: Foundations & Tools
Navigating the Unique Texas Land Grant System
Using Evidence Analysis in a Timeline to Separate Individuals of the Same Name
Burned Courthouses and Flooded Churches

To register, use this link:  https://www.txfwgs.org/

If you are a member of FWGS, log in before registering 
to have the member cost available for you.

Once on the FWGS website, 
click on Fall 2025 Genealogy Seminar on the upper left side.

Questions? Contact Teresa Wilson at seminar@txfwgs.org

Presents

Cost of Seminar (Includes Lunch):
FWGS Member             $65
Others                            $70
After August 23, 2025   $75

Location:
Ridglea Country Club

3700 Bernie Anderson Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76116

Refund Policy: Requests for refunds prior to August 23, 2025 
will be granted (less a $10 Handling fee).

https://www.txfwgs.org/store.php?sid=1


Mail-In Registration Form


