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   From the Editor ……..…………….....…          
 

 Memorial Day 2025 

As another Memorial Day comes, I hope you have 

identified those ancestors in your lineage who served 

our country! And maybe you have ancestors who 

served in their motherland before coming to the USA. 

What a lot of records to explore.   Ancestry.com holds 

so many veterans records and others such as lineage 

papers from SAR and other wars. Our federal website 

for NARA has many records and much history of 

conflicts as well. And don’t ever miss the premier 

American military website Fold3. Records from the 

American Revolution up to WWII. Memorials to the 

fallen from all American Conflicts. All of these hold a 

veritable treasure trove on our military participants 

through American history.  Try them soon. 

 

 

                  Debbie Pearson, Newsletter Editor      
 

 

 

        TIME TO RENEW   

Join now for 2025 Membership.  OR   It’s time to 

renew! Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27. 

Add $15 if you want Footprints in print & mailed.          

               Make your check payable to FWGS. 
 

                Fort Worth Genealogical Society 
  ATTN: Membership Director 

                   P.O. Box 471789 
                   Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408 
             Please add your email and print neatly. 

If you want to pay online or print out a membership 
form and mail a check go here:      

https://www.txfwgs.org/ 
 https://www.txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php 

      All memberships receive 4 quarterly issues of                                                        
Footprints & 11 months of the FWGS Newsletter by email. 

 
 

CHANGES of ADDRESSES 
                    PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE!  
   REMEMBER to NOTIFY FWGS immediately 
upon a move. The post office does not forward 
Footprints without a cost to the society.  

 
 
 

From the FWGS Mail Bag …………………… 
 

         

Center For Texas Studies TCU @ The FW    

 Library-----SW Regional 

 

  

ON A SUMMER BREAK!    

Starts again in September 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Billy W. Sills Center for Archives/FWISD presents 

 

ON A SUMMER BREAK!    

Starts again in September 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
YOUR FWGS MEMBERSHIP   

will provide you a discount on the Upcoming 
FWGS Fall Seminar. See 

https://www.txfwgs.org/store.php?sid=1 
You can print a registration blank and mail a check 
or register and pay online. Be sure you are signed 

on FWGS website as a member. 
 

 

https://www.txfwgs.org/
https://www.txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php
https://www.txfwgs.org/store.php?sid=1
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History of Memorial Day 
    Taken from the VA (US Dept of Veteran’s Affairs) 
 

 
 
Memorial Day, a US federal holiday held the last 
Monday in May, is the nation's foremost annual 
day to mourn and honor its deceased service men 
and women. 
 

Originally called Decoration Day, it was formalized 
by a "Memorial Day Order" issued by Grand Army 
of the Republic Commander-in-Chief John A. Logan 
in 1868. 
 

The modern proclamation calls on Americans "to 
observe Memorial Day by praying, according to 
their individual religious faith, for permanent 
peace." 
 

Memorial Day evolved from commemorating Civil 
War heroes to recognizing all American soldiers 
lost in all conflicts.  Memorial Day became a federal 
holiday in 1971 joining the trend to make holidays 
occur on a Monday to extend the weekend. Today, 
it usually is considered the gateway to the summer 
as schools end their terms and summer vacations 
begin. 
 

Editor:  Let’s hope that genealogists lead the way 
with their love and respect of family history, to be 
the first to remember our fallen heroes who died 
defending our country. Let’s be the ones “to 
decorate” the graves of those paying the ultimate 
sacrifice with wreaths, flags, and flowers, just as 
Memorial Day history started. And record the 
service of your ancestors so that we will never 
forget. 
 
Love the following quote: 
 

“That Nation which respects and honors its dead, shall 
ever be respected and honored itself.” 
      Brevet Lieut. Col. Edmund B. Whitman, 1868 
 

  
 

 
Decoration Day postcard. (NCA History Collection) 

 
 
https://www.cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-
history.asp 
 

Genealogy Deals for Memorial Day 

 

Ancestry Memorial Day Sale: LIMITED TIME 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE! Save 40%* on 6-month 

memberships. Discover your ancestors’ military 

stories.  Check Ancestry.com 

*Sale ends 28 May 2025 at 10:00 a.m. ET. Terms apply. 

 

Genealogical Publishing Company Memorial Day 

Sale:   Through 11:59 PM EDT, Thursday, May 

29th, you can order any product available at 

Genealogical Publishing Company at a discount of 

15% off the current selling price of the books(s) of 

your choice.  Use Code MDS25 at checkout 

 https://genealogical.com/ 

 

    May 27 FWGS Meeting:   Speaker Ruth Karbach 

  Topic:   Researching Japanese Citizens in Early 

                                        Fort Worth 

 
 

              Next Month:    June 24, 2025 

                     Speaker: Allison Kirchner 

          Preserving Your Own Personal Archives 

https://www.cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-history.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-history.asp
https://genealogical.com/

