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January FWGS Meetings:
Time/Date change:

Board of Directors: Fri, Jan 24, 205
10:00 am FW History Center

General Meeting: Tue, Jan 28, 2025
5:00-7:00 pm FW History Center
501 E Bolt St., 76110

Free Parking is available in the librar

B3

parking lot and in the La Gran Plaza
Mall lot.
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web site: www.TXFWGS.org

JANUARY MEETING

The first meeting of 2025 is
Tuesday, January 28t at 5:00
p.m. at the Fort Worth History
Center. This meeting will be
IN-PERSON. The topic is
“Problem Solving at the FW
History Center.” FWHC staff
will conduct tours and
informational talks. There will
be updates on new practices or
collections and information on
the technology available as well
as the few items FWHC has for
check-out. Suzanne Fritz has
volunteered to help you with a
problem ancestor search with
the time available. Come
prepared to ask any questions
you have had. Bring a friend
who has never toured the
Center.

Next Month: Tue, Febr 25t

Suzanne Fritz will do her very
informative talk on “Freedman
Bank Records.” Mark those
calendars now.

DNA DAY: April 1P
25th

FWGS is going to devote some
future meetings to DNA study.
Start preparing now with
questions you have.
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Facebook
Have you joined us on Facebook
yet? We have two sites:

Fort Worth Genealogical Society &
FWGS Talk.  Try them both!
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Well, we knew
the old FW
Library Central
Branch was sold,

but now the sale
DR s final for a new
location! The old YWCA building
across the street from the previous
Central branch will be the future
location after extensive remodeling.
This building is quite historic.

November FWGS Meeting
In November, the FWGS took a
field trip to the brand new FWISD
Administration building for the
purpose of learning more about
the FWISD Billy Sills Archives.
Participants were privileged to
hear Lenna Recer give a brief talk
on the collections and the history
of the archives and then take a
personal guided tour of the
facility. It was fascinating to see
some of the ancient board
minutes, the prices that buildings
once cost and see the extensive
collection of old high school
yearbooks. If you want to look for
an ancestor’s picture, consider this
wonderful resource. Make
arrangements with Lenna for an
appointment.
Phone: 817-814-2040
Hours: Mon-Thurs
9:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Address: 7060 Camp Bowie Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX 76116
https://www.fwisd.org/departm

ents/archives



http://www.txfwgs.org/
https://www.fwisd.org/departments/archives
https://www.fwisd.org/departments/archives
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Happy New Year!

Here at FWGS, January signals a new membership year! |
hope you have renewed your membership dues and
elected to stay with us. Don’t forget your membership
allows you 4 digital issues of our journal Footprints. When
you renew, don’t forget to designate if you wish to receive
the journal by mail/in print, for an extra $15 charge. You
can pay easily on line through our website with PayPay or
you can still send a check through the mail. Just don’t
forget to do it soon. The February issue of Footprints will

go out later in that month. Non-renewals will not receive
their issue. Look for FWGS emails that you should have
received. Any questions? Need Help? Contact:
Webmaster@txfwgs.org

FWGS is also proud to begin a new year with a new slate of
officers for 2025-2026. President Carlene Johnson will have
to miss the first meeting while she is on a big European trip
with family, but she will be with us in February ready to go!

A new committee has been formed to work on a Seminar for
2025! More to come! So please renew with FWGS and not
miss one thing!

Debbie Pearsorv, Newsletter Editor

TIME TO RENEW or JOIN for the FIRST TIME

Membership in FWGS runs January 1 to Dec 31.
Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27.
Please add $15 for 4 issues of Footprints, printed &

mailed. Add to your amount paid.

Make your check payable to FWGS.
Fort Worth Genealogical Society
ATTN: Membership Director
P.O.Box 471789
Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408
Please add your email and print neatly.
You may also pay online here at a secure PayPal site.
Start here:
http://www.txfwgs.org/html/membership.html
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
A Digital Copy of Footprints, FWGS’ Quarterly
Journal is included in your Membership!
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From the FWGS Mail Bag......... a
‘ 10N\ Center For Texas Studies at TCU
*I The FW Library Community Workshops
Saturday, February 1, 2025
10:30-12 Noon

Place: Southwest Regional Library, 4001 Library Lane
Or Register for Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Nbd
YcA8xSv20nOn-evTnTg#/registration

Topic: Civil Rights in Black & Brown

Speaker: Dr. Todd Moye, UNT Prof & Author
For African American History Month, TCU welcomes Dr. Todd
Moye, co-author of Civil Rights in Black and Brown: Histories
of Resistance and Struggle in Texas. Moye will delve into the
rich history of the two civil rights movements that flourished
in mid-twentieth-century Texas, and especially Fort Worth.
While African American and Mexican American activists

worked chiefly within their own racial groups, they also
looked to each other for guidance and, occasionally came
together in solidarity. Moye will draw on more than 500 oral
history interviews to reveal hidden histories of resistance and
revolution and the connection between them. Book signing
will follow.

J. Todd Moye is the Fenton Wayne Robnett Professor of U.S.
History and a Distinguished Teaching Professor at the
University of North Texas. He also directs the UNT Oral
History Program and is a past president of the Oral History
Association. Moye directed the National Park Service’s
Tuskegee Airmen Oral History Project before coming to UNT.
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The FWISD Billy W. Sills Lecture Series
NEXT: Saturday, Feb 8%, 2025
NEW LOCATION!
FWISD NEW AD BLDG: 7060 Camp Bowie Blvd.
10 AM to 12 Noon (Coffee & Snacks at 9:30)

SPEAKER: Hollace Weiner, author, archivist, & Texas
Jewish historian

TOPIC: “Cowtown Jewry 101”

Have You Changed Your Address or EMAIL?
Now you can go to the Members Only section of
our new website and correct them yourself. Or

contact: Webmaster@txfwgs.org
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Contibute an Article to FWGS Journal Footprints

Editor Vicky Seibel would like your family stories
& family trees about your Fort Worth or Tarrant
county ancestors. Did they live in Texas and come
to Tarrant or the surrounding counties? We would
like to have your resources cited and documented
and article in digital form. Vicky can help you with
that too. Bible records, obituaries, newspaper

articles and family photos are appreciated too.
\ Contact Footprints@txfwgs.org j
FWGS New Officers
Help welcome your new FWGS Officers for 2025

when you meet them soon.

FWGS SLATE OF OFFICERS 2025-2027

President Carlene Johnson
VP Debra Lochtrog
Secretary Theresa Wilson
Treasurer Crystal Barth

Janet Minke
Debbie Pearson

Membership Director
Acting Program Director
Debbie Pearson
Vicky Seibel
Historian/Archivist Open

Newsletter Editor
Footprints Editor
Directors at Large: Janice Blakely
Diana Dirk

Cecelia Van Donselaar

ROOTS TECH

By Family Search
“DISCOVER”
March 6-8t" 2025

Once again, this fabulous Genealogy Global Exposition

is back for a new round. Attend online or in person.
There are FREE Oppourtunities. The Daily schedule link
is below, but go to Rootstech.org to learn all you can
about this wonderful chance to hear world class
speakers and learn more. Did you know the classes are
usually kept online for 3 years? Go look and see!

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/schedule?da
y=2025-03-06
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Research Tips from The Skeleton Whisperer
| recently heard a presentation from Sara Cochran
(aka The Skeleton Whisperer). She mentioned 3 Myths

in Genealogy right now.
#1. It’s All Online.
#2. If it’s not online, it doesn’t exist.
#3. If it’s not online now, it will be eventually.

While digitization is speeding along faster than most
of us ever dreamed possible, still we have to know the
costs are astronomical, there are privacy concerns as
well as laws and rules, and the job is just Herculean. We
have to admit, all records will never get up there—it is
just physically impossible.

So one thing we can do on our part, is to share, share,
share. If you have a document you either paid for or
have obtained, add it to your chosen family tree
whether it be Ancestry, Family Search, or one of the
VERY Many sites. Those Family Bibles in your
possession, that Will you traveled all the way to a far
state and trudged into the courthouse basement and
dusted off that will book to copy; all those wonderful
efforts that paid off in your lineage, can benefit other
researchers (your family, remember!)

If you have searched all the digital resources online
that are the most obvious, Sara suggests these
resources next:

State & National Archives

County Courthouses & Recorder Offices

Historical & Genealogical Societies

Occupational Archives

Church Archives & local Parishes

Religious & Fraternal Organizations

Lineage Societies

Public & University Libraries

Museums

Home Sources & Family Collections

After all, you never know until you try! And one day, it
may show up online on Family Search or Ancestry!

In Memorium

FWGS expresses deep condolensces to the family of
Virgina Wilbur, a former FWGS member since 2015.

January 2025
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FORT WORTH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library
Presents

Problem Solving inthe FOrt
Worth History Center

With

FW History Center Staff

First we will take a comprehensive tour of the center & collection, learn
about ordering from off site, highlight the equipment available for use or
checkout and then spend the rest of the time searching and getting help
from the staff. Suzanne Fritz can help patrons with their difficult questions.

DAY: Tuesday, January 28, 2025
TIME: 5:00 to_7:00 p.m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Free Parking in the parking lot.

Please observe Health Protocols!

Suzanne Fritz, Linda Barrett and other Library Staff will be available to help us learn about
the Fort Worth History Center’s Genealogical collections.

Suzanne Fritz would welcome your guestions for that night in advance. Please describe your
needsin detall and email her at:  suzanne.fritz@for twor thtexas.gov

WWW.TXFWGS.org
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