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February FWGS Meetings:

Board of Directors: Fri, Feb 21, 2025
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5:00-7:00 pm FW History Center
501 E Bolt St., 76110
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Mall lot.

web site: www.TXFWGS.org
FEBRUARY MEETING

The next meeting of 2025 is
Tuesday, February 25% at 5:00
p.m. at the Fort Worth History
Center. This meeting will be
IN-PERSON. The topic is
“Freedman Bank Records” and
our speaker is Suzanne Fritz,
librarian from the Fort Worth
History Center.

Come learn more about these
interesting records that cover a
large time span from 1870 into the
early 1900’s. For black Americans
and freed slaves the services
available at that important point
in history offered great hope. And,
as with many services. it will left a
paper trail that is still valuable
today. Not only persons of color
are included in these records.
Come hear Suzanne tell us more
and where to find these!

SUZANNE FRITZ is a Librarian
with the Fort Worth History
Center. She relocated to Fort
Worth from Naples, Florida where
she worked as a Public Service
Librarian and Genealogy Specialist.
Suzanne received her B.A. from
Mount Holyoke College and her
M.S., L.1.S., from Simmons College,
Boston. Suzanne is interested in a
variety of topics including: Italian-
American immigration, German-
American genealogy, and Native-
American records.
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n Facebook
Have you joined us on Facebook yet?

We have two sites:

Fort Worth Genealogical Society &
FWGS Talk.  Try them both!
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FW History Center Hours
Sunday & Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 11 AM - 7 PM
Wednesday: 11 AM - 7 PM
Thursday: 11 AM - 7 PM
Friday: 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday: 10 AM - 6 PM

January FWGS Meeting
FWGS had a very informative tour
of the Fort Worth History Center.
Participants heard from all the
staff that evening as they told us
of their positions and areas they
work in the most. Linda Barrett
welcomed all and introduced her
staff. She gave an overview of the
library. Kara at the front desk
informed us about the benefits of
a library card and how to apply or
renew. Jared informed us about
some technology, including the
microfilm readers and printers
(Yes, they are still valuable assets in
research!) We heard about the
different ways to print and to save
work to send home by email or on
our own flash drives. Gaby Kienitz
told us about what is available
digitally in the Center Archives and
highlighted several of the collec-
tions from donors and City of FW
Archives. Suzanne Fritz told us the
library layout and how to find
materials there or look online to
find more. She pointed out some
of the major collections like DAR
or Mayflower Silver books. And if
it is not in the Center, it can be
ordered to be delivered there.
What an enjoyable evening!


http://www.txfwgs.org/

FROM THE EDITOR ..................
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FWGS LOVES YOU!

The February issue of Footprints will come out soon.
Non-renewals will not receive their issue. Please take a
minute to renew online with PayPal or mail a check. Any
questions? Need Help? Contact: Webmaster@txfwgs.org

FWGS’ new slate of officers have already begun meeting. Our
new VP Debra Lochtrog was thrown head first into FWGS

when new President Carlene Johnson had a European trip go
into February. Debra admirably jumped into a board meeting

back now with lots of great projects ahead.

The biggest project for 2025 will be the return of FWGS Fall
Seminar. Mark your calendars NOW for Saturday, September
6t and a fun day with Diana Elder. Diana is a nationally
known and accredited genealogical speaker. She has been a
popular choice at many of the national conferences. FWGS
knows you will enjoy her and find her topics of interest too.
Please stay tuned for more details this spring and please tell
others too. (See her bio on page 3.)

And don’t forget to renew your membership!
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: Debbie Pearsorv, Newsletter Editor

TIME TO RENEW or JOIN for the FIRST TIME

Membership in FWGS runs January 1 to Dec 31.
Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27.
Please add $15 for 4 issues of Footprints, printed &

mailed. Add to your amount paid.

Make your check payable to FWGS.
Fort Worth Genealogical Society
ATTN: Membership Director
P.O.Box 471789
Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408
Please add your email and print neatly.
You may also pay online here at a secure PayPal site.
Start here:
http://www.txfwgs.org/html/membership.html
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
A Digital Copy of Footprints, FWGS’ Quarterly
Journal is included in your Membership!
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From the FWGS Mail Bag ...
/] ‘. Center For Texas Studies/History
Q THIS IS NOT THE REGULAR MEETING
It Will be on TCU CAMPUS
MONDAY, March 3, 2025

3:00 PM
Palko Hall, Room 130 at TCU
“Texas: An American History”

Place:
Topic:
Speaker: Dr.Benjamin Johnson Prof & Author
When Americans engage in everyday activities they are,
knowingly or not, acknowledging the influence of Texas. In his
insightful exploration, our special guest, Benjamin Heber
Johnson uncovers the profound and surprising impact of the
Lone Star State on U.S. history. BOOK SIGNING Afterwards.
Benjamin H. Johnson is a Professor in the History

Department and School of Environmental Sustainability at
Loyola University Chicago. Johnson currently co-edits the
Journal of Texas History and the Weber Series in New
Borderlands History at the University of North Carolina Press.
He is a member of the Texas Institute of Letters.
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The FWISD Billy W. Sills Lecture Series
NEXT: Saturday, March 22" 2025
NEW LOCATION!
FWISD NEW AD BLDG: 7060 Camp Bowie Blvd.
10 AM to 12 Noon (Coffee & Snacks at 9:30)
SPEAKER: Gaby Kienitz, Librarian FW History Center

TOPIC: “ The Secrets of School Yearbooks”
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Have You Changed Your Address or EMAIL?
Now you can go to the Members Only section of
our new website and correct them yourself. Or

contact: Webmaster@txfwgs.org

( It is with great sadness we have accepted the \
resignation of Diana Dirks, a FWGS Director. Family
has taken her away from committing as much time
to FWGS as she would like. We say a huge THANK

YOU for all her contributions in her time on the

k BOARD!
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Contibute an Article to FWGS Journal Footprints

Editor Vicky Seibel would like your family stories
& family trees about your Fort Worth or Tarrant
county ancestors. Did they live in Texas and come
to Tarrant or the surrounding counties? We would
like to have your resources cited and documented
and article in digital form. Vicky can help you with
that too. Bible records, obituaries, newspaper

articles and family photos are appreciated too.
\ Contact Footprints@txfwgs.org /
FWGS New Officers

There are still a few openings to fill!

Ask Carlene Johnson if you would like more
information. [ President@TXFWGS.org ]
You must have been a member for at least one

year to serve on the FWGS Board of Directors.

FWGS SLATE OF OFFICERS 2025-2027

President Carlene Johnson
VP Debra Lochtrog
Secretary Theresa Wilson
Treasurer Crystal Barth

Janet Minke
Acting Program Director  Debbie Pearson

Membership Director

Debbie Pearson
Vicky Seibel
Historian/Archivist Open

Newsletter Editor
Footprints Editor

Directors at Large: Janice Blakely

Cecelia Van Donselaar

ROOTS TECH

By Family Search
“DISCOVER”
March 6-8t" 2025

Once again, this fabulous Genealogy Global Exposition

is back for a new round. Attend online or in person.
There are FREE Oppourtunities. The Daily schedule link
is below, but go to Rootstech.org to learn all you can
about this wonderful chance to hear world class
speakers and learn more. Did you know the classes are
usually kept online for 3 years? Go look and see!

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/schedule?da
y=2025-03-06
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Diana Elder, AG, AGL

Diana Elder AG, is a professional genealogist
accredited in the Gulf South region of the United States
and serves as a Commissioner for The International
Commission for the Accreditation of Professional
Genealogists (ICAPGen). Diana authored Research Like a
Pro: A Genealogist’s Guide and co-authored the
companion volume, Research Like a Pro with DNA: A
Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and Confirming
Ancestors with DNA Evidence. She created the study
group and eCourse that teach the Research Like a Pro
process through videos and learning modules. Diana
and her daughter, Nicole, share research tips on their
website, Family Locket, and host the Research Like a Pro
genealogy podcast. Diana regularly teaches at
genealogy conferences such as RootsTech and the
National Genealogy Society Conference. She also
presents webinars and seminars to local genealogy
societies across the United States.

In Memorium
FWGS expresses deep condolensces to the
family of Virgina Wilbur, a former FWGS member
since 2015.

NEXT MONTH at our Regular Meeting, look for Gaby
Kienitz present “THIS OLD HOUSE”. She’ll tell us how to
research an old home, the owners, and the neighbor-
hood. It will be quite informative!!!
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FORT UWORTH GENEAOGICHL SOGIETY

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library
Presents

Freedman’s Bank

With

Suzanne Fritz

The Freedman's Bank Records,1865-1874 were formerly known as the
Freedmans' Savings and Trust Company. This was established by the US
government, primarily for freed slaves or African-American US soldiers. This
index & the scanned images of registers for 67,000 people, provide a wealth
of genealogical information helpful in finding African-American ancestors.
Suzanne will also explain the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, &
Abandoned Lands (Freedmen’s Bureau). Anglo and other citizens can also
be found in these records.

DAY: Tuesday, February 25, 2025
TIME: 5:00 to_7:00 p.m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.

Free Parking in the parking lot.
Please observe Health Protocols!

SUZANNE FRITZ isaLibrarian with the Genealogy, Local History & Archives Unit of the
Fort Worth Public Library, now the Fort Worth History Center. Sherelocated to Fort Worth
from Naples, Floridawhere she worked as a Public Service Librarian and Genealogy
Speciaist. Suzanne received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College and her M.S,, L.1.S., from
Simmons College, Boston. Suzanne isinterested in avariety of topics including: Italian-
American immigration, German-American genealogy, and Native-American records. She’s
realized that one of the benefits of moving to Texas is working on family history projects that draw from the
rich record resources pertaining to Texas.
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