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r April FWGS Meetings:

Board of Directors: Fri, Apr 16, 2025
10:30 am FW History Center

General Meeting: Tue, Apr 29, 2025
5:00-7:00 pm FW History Center ,
501 E Bolt St., 76110 *

Free Parking is available in the library,
parking lot and in the La Gran Plaza *
Mall lot.

web site: www.TXFWGS.org

APRIL MEETING

Join FWGS on Tuesday, April
29t at 5:00 p.m. at the Fort
Worth History Center. This
meeting will be IN-PERSON.
The topic will be on DNA to
help commemorate April 25t
and DNA Day. Speaker is Patti
Gillespie presenting: I've Got—
Or I’'m Getting—My DNA
Report: Now What Do | Do?

PATTI GILLESPIE, B.A., M.S.
brings a special energy to her
genealogical presentations. She
currently presents to groups
around the Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex, but has presented to
TxSGS and RootsTech, just to
name two. With 25 years of
research experience Patti
established her own research
business, Family Lines & Stories in
2010 with a website/blog
www.familylinesandstories.com

Patti is a former chairman of the
of the national 2015 Video
Professional Management
Conference (VPMC) sponsored by
the Association of Professional
Genealogists (APG), former
pioneering regional director for
Family Search in a 10 county
indexing program in North Texas,
and former instructor of a six-
week genealogy course for 2
years. Recently she was thrilled to
both attend the Gen-Fed
Conference held at the National
Archives in Washington DC and be
selected as a Citizen Archivist for
the National Archives Fort Worth.
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FW History Center has hosted
several wonderful events of
interest to genealogists recently. If
you are not on their mailing list
please email Suzanne Fritz to join
the library’s email list.
Suzanne.Fritz@FortWorthTexas.gov
FWGS tries to publicize events but
cannot get them all. Don’t miss any!

March FWGS Meeting
FWGS Librarian Gaby Kienitz
brought the program on “House
Research: Open Doors to the
Past.” Gaby shared many
examples from the old Arlington
Heights neighborhood. Multiple
sources were demonstrated. Of
course, newspaper research and
old City Directories as well as
Census records are some of the
basics. But she expanded to
Realtor magazines and important
city records like mechanics liens or
city building permits. Tax appraisal
records can help with owner’s
names. City Directories can
indicate an owner (O) or Renter
(R) is occupying the property.
Newsy articles in the paper may
tell of an Architect or Developer
building in a new neighborhood
and some Realty sections include
prices of homes that sold.
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Two Facebook sites:

Fort Worth Genealogical Society &
FWGS Talk.  Try them both!

Have you joined us on Facebook yet?


http://www.txfwgs.org/
http://www.familylinesandstories.com/
mailto:Suzanne.Fritz@FortWorthTexas.gov
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SPFING

FROM THE EDITOR
FWGS is welcoming a new member to the Board of
Directors. Welcome Brenda Crump as the latest Director
At Large. Brenda has been a FWGS member since she
began in Beginners Classes and Computer Users Group
downtown at the Central Branch. She comes just in time
as FWGS ramps up for our return to hosting a Fall
Seminar. Mark that calendar for Saturday, September 6"
when national speaker Diana Elder comes. There are
informational flyers on our FWGS Facebook page and

website. More in this newsletter as well.

And this is a good time to renew that membership or join
for the first time, because Members will have a special
registration price for the Seminar. Get your membership
completed now. Details are on the new Membership
Form found on the website.
https://txfwgs.org/upload/files/Membership App 2025-
com.pdf

Changes will be coming later this year to the FWGS
website as well. An updated version will allow for more

features available to the Society and to Members. More to

come on that later.

Debbie Pearsor, Newsletter Editor

TIME TO RENEW or JOIN for the FIRST TIME

Membership in FWGS runs January 1 to Dec 31.
Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27.
Please add $15 for 4 issues of Footprints, only for
printed & mailed issues. Add to your amount paid.

Make your check payable to FWGS.
Fort Worth Genealogical Society
ATTN: Membership Director

P.0.Box 471789
Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408
Please add your email and print neatly.
You may also pay online. Start here:
https://txfwgs.org/onlineloin.php
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From the FWGS Mail Bag......... S
TCU Center For Texas Studies ﬂ
“Get to Know the Fort Worth Preservation

Program”

Saturday, May 3, 2025
10:30 am - 12:00 pm
In Person Only-No Zoom option
Location Change: PALKO Hall on TCU Campus
3000 Bellaire Drive North
Fort Worth, TX 76109
Did you know that there are 14 designated historic districts in
Fort Worth? Lorelei Willett, Historic Preservation Officer, will
join us to tell us about those districts and much more. She
will give an overview of her department and the tools that
are available to preservationists. If you have a project in mind
you need to hear this.

AND ALSO

On Wednesday, April 30t
6:30-7:30 pm
Palko Hall

The Alamo: More Than You Remember
Dr. Kate Rogers currently serves as the Executive Director of
The Alamo Trust, the non-profit organization responsible for

the daily operations of the Alamo historic site and the
implementation of the $550 million Alamo Plan. She share
the latest plans for the new Museum.

Next: June will begin Summer Hiatus. See you in Sept.

The FWISD Billy W. Sills Lecture Series
NEXT: Saturday, April 26" 2025
NEW LOCATION!
FWISD NEW AD BLDG: 7060 Camp Bowie Blvd.
10 AM to 12 Noon (Coffee & Snacks at 9:30)
SPEAKER: RIX QUINN, Editor/Writer
TOPIC: “Baby Boomer Secrets”

NEXT: Begin Summer Hiatus. See you in September

Have You Changed Your Address or EMAIL?
Now you can go to the Members Only section of
our new website and correct them yourself. Or

contact: Webmaster@txfwgs.org
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Contibute an Article to FWGS Journal Footprints

Editor Vicky Seibel would like your family stories
& family trees about your Fort Worth or Tarrant
county ancestors. Did they live in Texas and come
to Tarrant or the surrounding counties? We would
like to have your resources cited and documented
and article in digital form. Vicky can help you with
that too. Bible records, obituaries, newspaper

articles and family photos are appreciated too.
\ Contact Footprints@txfwgs.org /
FWGS New Officers

There are still a few openings to fill!

Ask Carlene Johnson if you would like more infor-
mation. [ President@TXFWGS.org ]

Requirements: Attend Brd Meetings Be a member
at least a year.

FW Library Author Series

Last month visiting Author Lezlee Liljenberg spoke at
FWHC on her book about her journey called If You Only
Knew: Navigating DNA Surprises & The NPE World
(Not-Parent Expected). It was an interesting tale. Her

book is available at the library or for sale. Her website is
https://iamlezlee.com/ You can purchase her book or

read her blog there.

National Genealogical
Society
2025 Family History Conference
Friday, May 23- Monday, May 26
Louisville KY

Registration is open for the NGS Family History
Conference: Tales & Trails , at the Galt House Hotel.
*Featuring Nationally Known Speakers
*Field Trips in Louisville & Frankfurt to KY Department
of Libraries and Archives, the KY Historical Society, &
The Filson Historical Society
*Exhibition Hall, Vendors
*Attendees® can catch all recorded lectures til 15 July
2025.

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
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Diana Elder, AG, AGL

Diana Elder AG, is a professional genealogist
accredited in the Gulf South region of the United States
and serves as a Commissioner for The International
Commission for the Accreditation of Professional
Genealogists (ICAPGen). Diana authored Research Like a
Pro: A Genealogist’s Guide and co-authored the
companion volume, Research Like a Pro with DNA: A
Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and Confirming
Ancestors with DNA Evidence. She created the study
group and eCourse that teach the Research Like a Pro
process through videos and learning modules. Diana
and her daughter, Nicole, share research tips on their
website, Family Locket, and host the Research Like a Pro
genealogy podcast. Diana regularly teaches at
genealogy conferences such as RootsTech and the
National Genealogy Society Conference. She also
presents webinars and seminars to local genealogy
societies across the United States.

Diana Elder will be the speaker for the FWGS Fall
Seminar in Fort Worth on Saturday, September 6, 2025.
Mark that date to attend.

NEXT MONTH: May is
Asian American/Pacific Islander Month

SPEAKER : Ruth Karbach

TOPIC: Researching Japanese Citizens
in Early Fort Worth

April 2025
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FORT WORTH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library
Presents

I’ve Got (Or ’m Getting)
My DNA Report:
Now What Do | Do?

With

Patti Gillespie

This presentation explains in a fun and visual way how to choose a test, a company,
what to do while waiting for the report, and how to maximize the report results.
Whether deciding who to contact, how to use the research within the DNA report, or
just how to link our trees to our DNA results, this session will be helpful. Besides
spending time reviewing the report, the potential use of raw data is introduced with a
visual step-by-step procedure for uploading raw data to other sites.

DAY: Tuesday, April 29, 2025
TIME: 5:00 to_7:00 p.m.

Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St.
Free Parking in the parking lot.

Please observe Health Protocols!

Patti Todd Gillespie brings energy and humor to her classes. Asaformer French & English teacher, sheis
abeliever in lifetime learning. An avid hobby genealogist for 30 years, Patti formed Family Lines & Sories,
her research company, 9 years ago. She stays busy researching for clients and speaking to groups in Texas

. and beyond. She has been invited to present at RootsTech in SLC, Utah Genealogical Association Virtual
conference, Utah State Genealogical Society, and Federation of Genealogical Societies, aswell as several
times to TxSGS Family History Conferences.

Patti is busy attending to her husband, children, grandchildren, home landscaping, and their rescue dog. Eventually Patti
plans to continue writing her blog for the 25 avid readers she treasures.

WWW.TXFWGS.org
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Fort Worth
Genealogical Society

Presents
Fall 2025 Genealogy Seminar
Diana Elder, AG, AGLTM
September 6, 2025
9:30 am - 3:30 pm

Seminar Sessions Include:
« Understanding Al in Genealogy: Foundations & Tools
« Navigating the Unique Texas Land Grant System
« Using Evidence Analysis in a Timeline to Separate Individuals of the Same Name
» Burned Courthouses and Flooded Churches

Diana Elder AG |, AGLTM, is a professional gencalogist accredited in the Gulf
South region of the United States. Diana authored Research Like a Pro: A
Genealogist's Guide and co-authored the companion volume. Research Like a Pro with
DNA: A Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and Confirming Ancestors with DNA Evidence.
Diana and her daughter, Nicole Dyer, host the Rescarch Like a Pro Gencalogy
Podcast and share research tips on their website, Family Locket.com.

Registration and Payment Details Coming Soon

Cost of Seminar (Includes Lunch): Location:

FWGS Member 565 Ridglea Country Club
Others S$70 3700 Bernie Anderson Ave.
After August 23, 2025 §75 Fort Worth, TX 76116

Refund Policy: Requests for reflunds prior to August 23, 2025 will be granted (less a $10 Handling fee),

Questions? Contact Teresa Wilson at seminar@txfwgs.org



