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2025 Board of Directors 
  

 President 

 Carlene Johnson 
 

 Vice President 

                 Debra Lochtrog 
 

 Secretary  

 Teresa Wilson  
  

 Treasurer  

 Crystal Barth  
  

 Acting Program Director  

 Debbie Pearson 
  

 Membership Director  

 Janet Minke  
 

 Newsletter Editor  

                  Debbie Pearson 
 

 Historian/Archivist  

          open 
 

 Footprints Editor  

 Vicky Seibel 
  

 Director at Large  

 Janice Blakely 
  

 Director at Large  

    Resigned 
  

 Director at Large  

 Cecelia Van Donselaar 
 

   

 March FWGS Meetings: 
                                                   

Board of Directors:  Fri, Mar 21, 2025                            

 10:30 am                FW History Center  
 

 

          

General Meeting:  Tue, Mar 25, 2025                                       

5:00-7:00 pm          FW History Center 

                             501 E Bolt St., 76110 

 

Free Parking is available in the library 

parking lot and in the La Gran Plaza 

Mall lot.   

MARCH MEETING 

Join FWGS on Tuesday, March 
25th at 5:00 p.m. at the Fort 
Worth History Center.  This 
meeting will be IN-PERSON.  
The topic is “House Research: 
Open Doors to the Past.” Our 
own FWHC librarian & archivist 
Gaby Kienitz will present this 
topic. 

Attend to hear Gaby tell us 
about resources & techniques 
used for doing the “genealogy” 
of our houses and property.  
You might even learn some-
thing about the owners and the 
neighborhood as well. 

Gaby Kienitz has spent her entire 
working life helping to preserve 
historic materials and make them 
more accessible. 

She spent 20 years as a museum 
conservator in a variety of historic 
museums in Canada, Turkey, and 
the United States. Among her 
many experiences as a conser-
vator:  she and a co-worker once 
took a DC metro train while hold-
ing a copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation enclosed in an art 
portfolio; and a year later she flew 
on a Lear jet with the same 
document.   

For the past 9 years, she has had a 
slightly more sedate life as a 
librarian specializing in genealogy, 
local history, and archives. She 
currently works at the Fort Worth 
History Center. 

 

Have you joined us on Facebook 
yet? 

      FW LIBRARY NEWS 

 FW Library Author Series 

This month the visiting Author will 
have a Genealogy theme as she 
recounts her Surprise DNA 
journey. Lezlee Liljenberg will 
speak at the FWHC on Saturday, 
March 29 at 2 PM. Don’t miss this 
wonderful opportunity!    
(See the flyer on p 5) 817 392-7740 or 
FW Library website   
 

February FWGS Meeting 

FWGS met in February to hear 

Suzanne Fritz give her presen-

tation on Freedman Bank Records.  

This wonderful set of records 

created at the close of the Civil 

War is a powerful asset to 

researchers looking at the 1870’s 

forward to the early 1900’s. They 

mostly benefit African American 

descendants but records do detail 

other persons of color, mixed 

races, other people of the time 

who were displaced due to the 

war and persons coming out of 

slavery. Mainly the records detail 

citizens who took advantage of 

banking accounts offered. Details 

asked: parentage, siblings, 

addresses, birthplaces, and ages. 

Many people are identified who 

were born into slavery and not on 

any census. These records are 

available on Heritage Quest and 

free at the library and online with 

your FW Library card!   
 

Two Facebook sites: 

Fort Worth Genealogical Society   &  

FWGS Talk.      Try them both! 

 

http://www.txfwgs.org/
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TIME TO RENEW or JOIN for the FIRST TIME  

     Membership in FWGS runs January 1 to Dec 31.      

Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27. 

Please add $15 for 4 issues of Footprints, only for 

printed & mailed issues. Add to your amount paid.   
  

                 Make your check payable to FWGS. 

                    Fort Worth Genealogical Society 

                       ATTN: Membership Director 

                          P.O. Box 471789 

                  Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408 

               Please add your email and print neatly. 

You may also pay online.  Start here:  

https://txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php 

From the FWGS Mail Bag …………………… 
 

    

                        ANNUAL SPRING EVENT: 

    TCU EXTENDED EDUCATION…..2 Day Event 

Slates to Tablets: A History of Education  

in Fort Worth 
with 

Quentin McGown 

 Lecture: Thurs, April 24,     6:30 pm-8:30 pm 

6 Hr. Bus Tour: Sat, Apr 26   9:00 am-3:00 pm 

   $120.00 (includes Box Lunch- Central Mkt) 

 Local historian Judge Quentin McGown will present his 

survey course on the story of Fort Worth education 

from its pioneer private academies through the growth 

of the Independent School District, including the legacy 

of segregation and the modern challenges facing 

educational institutions at all levels. Then take the bus 

tour and explore all the historic schools and sites. 

LIMITED CAPACITY!   Register here: 

https://www.campusce.net/tcu/course/course.aspx?catId=

503 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 The FWISD Billy W. Sills Lecture Series 

NEXT:   Saturday, March 22nd  2025 

NEW LOCATION! 

      FWISD NEW AD BLDG:     7060 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

10 AM to 12 Noon   (Coffee & Snacks at 9:30) 

SPEAKER:  Gaby Kienitz,  Librarian FW History Center     

TOPIC:   “ The Secrets of School Yearbooks”         
 
NEXT: Saturday, April 26  Rix Quinn on Baby Boomer Secrets 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Have You Changed Your Address or EMAIL? 

Now you can go to the Members Only section of 

our new website and correct them yourself. Or  

contact:  Webmaster@txfwgs.org 

 

 

Regretfully, FWGS has accepted the resignation 

of Diana Dirk, a FWGS Director At Large. Family has 

taken her away from committing as much time to 

FWGS as she would like. We say a huge THANK 

YOU for all her contributions in her time on the 

BOARD! 

FROM THE EDITOR                                                      

   President Carlene Johnson is back from Europe and 

welcomed us all at the February meeting. She and the 

Seminar Committee headed by Secretary Teresa Wilson are 

hard at work planning the 2025 Fall Seminar with Diana 

Elder. Hope you marked that calendar for Saturday, Sep 6th. 

Another group at work is the Social Media Task Force. Their 

work continues with a new lead in Janice Blakely. After the 

death of Rob Yoder, there were many details to sort out 

with FWGS’ website and Social Media presence, but progress 

is being made. 

Membership Director Janet Minke is helping with a new 

Genealogy group at Stevenson Oaks Retirement Center. She 

participates with another group at Trinity Terrace. 

Genealogy is a life-long interest and hobby! 

Membership in FWGS is a bargain with new memberships 

and renewals starting at $23 yearly for an Individual and $27 

for Household. Remember your membership entitles you to 

4 digital issues of our Journal Footprints, Surname registry   

(website), added extra materials in our Members Only 

section, and more. And don’t forget if you wish your 

Footprints printed & mailed, ADD $15 to your membership 

cost.  Have you ever considered becoming a Sustaining or 

Contributing Member to help FWGS sustain our work and 

contributions to the Library? Details are on the new 

Membership Form found on the website.   
https://txfwgs.org/upload/files/Membership_App_2025-com.pdf 

Debbie Pearson , Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

https://txfwgs.org/onlineJoin.php
mailto:Webmaster@txfwgs.org
https://txfwgs.org/upload/files/Membership_App_2025-com.pdf
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Contibute an Article to FWGS Journal Footprints 

Editor Vicky Seibel would like your family stories 

& family trees about your Fort Worth or Tarrant 

county ancestors. Did they live in Texas and come 

to Tarrant or the surrounding counties? We would 

like to have your resources cited and documented 

and article in digital form. Vicky can help you with 

that too. Bible records, obituaries, newspaper 

articles and family photos are appreciated too.           

           Contact   Footprints@txfwgs.org 

 

FWGS New Officers 

                There are still a few openings to fill!  

Ask Carlene Johnson if you would like more infor-

mation.             [ President@TXFWGS.org ]  

Requirements:    Attend Brd Meetings.  Be a FWGS 

member at least one year.  
                       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     CALLING ALL LIBRARY LOVERS 

 YOUR CHANCE TO SUPPORT  

           FW  LIBRARIES 

 You already know that libraries 

are our communities’ greatest sources of free 

information and entertainment, but did you know that 

they are also “third spaces”? Our homes are “first 

spaces” and workplaces are “second spaces”. “Third 

spaces” are the places that we elect to visit for the 

purpose of gathering with others to build community 

and connection. Whether you visit a library to attend a 

meeting with other genealogists or have a serendipitous 

encounter with another genealogist while visiting a 

library to research, you are experiencing the magic of 

libraries. 

Library Giving Day (APRIL 1ST)  is a special opportunity 

for you to support your local library. This is the first year 

that a group of North Texas Library Friends and 

Foundations have joined together to make a broader 

impact in the DFW area. Thanks to Communities 

Foundation of Texas and generous supporters, 100% of 

every donation will support library programs and 

services that directly impact the community. 

Click Link below, find & click FWPL Foundation! 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/community/L

ibrarygivingday 

Diana Elder, AG, AGL 
 

 
 

Diana Elder AG, is a professional genealogist 

accredited in the Gulf South region of the United States 

and serves as a Commissioner for The International 

Commission for the Accreditation of Professional 

Genealogists (ICAPGen). Diana authored Research Like a 

Pro: A Genealogist’s Guide and co-authored the 

companion volume, Research Like a Pro with DNA: A 

Genealogist’s Guide to Finding and Confirming 

Ancestors with DNA Evidence. She created the study 

group and eCourse that teach the Research Like a Pro 

process through videos and learning modules. Diana 

and her daughter, Nicole, share research tips on their 

website, Family Locket, and host the Research Like a Pro 

genealogy podcast. Diana regularly teaches at 

genealogy conferences such as RootsTech and the 

National Genealogy Society Conference. She also 

presents webinars and seminars to local genealogy 

societies across the United States. 
 

Diana Elder will be the speaker for the FWGS Fall 

Seminar in Fort Worth on Saturday, September 6, 2025. 

Mark that date to attend. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

  

 

 NEXT MONTH :   DNA DAY IS APRIL 25TH 

  SPEAKER : PATTI GILLESPIE  

TOPIC:  I’VE GOT (OR I’M GETTING) MY DNA REPORT:  

NOW WHAT DO I DO? 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Footprints@txfwgs.org
mailto:President@TXFWGS.org
https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/community/Librarygivingday
https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/community/Librarygivingday


 
 

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library 
Presents 

 

  House Research: Open 
Doors to the Past  

With 

 GABY KIENITZ 
   Come learn about the resources and techniques used for doing the 

“genealogy” of our houses and property.  You might even learn 
something about the owners and the neighborhood as well. 

  
 

  

                             DAY:      Tuesday, March 25 , 2025 
                           TIME:      5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  
 

                        Fort Worth History Center, 501 E. Bolt St. 

   Free Parking in the Library parking lot.  

Please observe Health Protocols!  

  
GABY KIENITZ has spent her entire working life helping to preserve historic 
materials and make them more accessible. 

She spent 20 years as a museum conservator in a variety of historic museums in 
Canada, Turkey, and the United States. Among her many experiences as a 
conservator:  she and a co-worker once took a DC metro train while holding a copy 

of the Emancipation Proclamation enclosed in an art portfolio; and a year later she flew on a Lear jet with 
the same document.   

For the past 9 years, she has had a slightly more sedate life as a librarian specializing in genealogy, local 
history, and archives. She currently works at the Fort Worth History Center. 

 
WWW.TXFWGS.org 

http://www.txfwgs.org/


When modern science collides with expectations... 
Modern DNA testing can shake up perceptions of ourselves if our lineage isn’t exact-
ly what we thought it was. Lezlee Liljenberg experienced that kind of surprise when 
the results of a DNA test pointed to someone unexpected being her biological father. 
Liljenberg will discuss her book, If You Only Knew A Genealogy Journey: Navigating 
DNA Surprises and the *NPE (Non-Parent Expected) World, at an in-person-only event 
at the Fort Worth History Center. A Q&A will follow her presentation.  

Fort Worth History Center | 501 East Bolt Street | (817) 392 –7740 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/iamlezlee.com/__;!!FBD41DuKpIh0IME!IldqE4wJeAFkpkxl_HiA1L2r8W4TTTUL65otx9b7ywJv_CuZcUVN0xKvrc-ABrEZh3XWUvx_8SU5fdl_Wfd_4vRjIC22ssYot3T95o4DTcYuXoU$


  

TEXAS CZECH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

CZECH FAMILY ORIGINS 
APRIL 12, 2025 

Everyone is welcome.  Membership in Texas Czech Genealogical Society (TCGS)  
is not required to attend.  TCGS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

 
 

Registration fee INCLUDES catered lunch; kolaches, coffee & orange juice refreshments 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE: Postmarked on/before 04/01/25 TCGS Members-
$40; Non-Members-$45; Postmarked After 04/01/25 TCGS Members-$45;  

Non-Members-$50; At the door (All) - $60. 
 

Detailed information and registration forms are on the TCGS website at https://www.txczgs.org under 
“Events” https://txczgs.org/eventListings.php?nm=38. To register by credit card please go to 
txczgs.square.site OR mail check made payable to TCGS and send with Registration form to:  Kimary       
Marble, 14106 Pawnee Trails Dr., Cypress, TX 77429. For further information, Kimary can be reached at 832-
906-0986 and at kimary12@gmail.com. Cancellations are accepted up to a week prior to event. 

 
 

8:00 AM - Registration & Morning Refreshments 
 
 

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Speakers, Catered Lunch, Czech Gift Shop, Silent Auction 

103 Hwy. Texas 21 W. Caldwell, TX 77836 
 https://www.caldwelltx.gov/civiccenter 

 
 

Opava Archives  
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
Opava_Provincial_Archives,_Czechia 

 

 

T. J. Slansky 
Researching the Opava 

and Brno Archives in 
the Czech Republic 

 

Tomas Pansky  
Czech Republic 
“Unplugged” 

Černé Lake in Šumava, eastern bank 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plze%C5%88_Region 

 

Clint Williams 
Discovering Your Czech 

 Roots Through Oral Histories  

 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

https://vywj2lp6e1k47oqz.click.mailersend.net/tl/cws/eyJpdiI6IllJYnErY2hLYkNXeVA4UFNOOE1mT0E9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiNFd4TFdUa25zbzFnNTB0MXF6MEFLTVZCZytxN1F6WjRlUEVtWWw5OE5QRDRoODJKbGVlc1lzTDFKVXBNWUE4L3dkd0FUeW5EaDFlVWtyS0YzMkRNWDZ2d2liaXJuU0tzckcwNkFQVkVUNGlTVUNJan
https://vywj2lp6e1k47oqz.click.mailersend.net/tl/cws/eyJpdiI6Im9GZTMvZmVDNmR6MU9UM2lpRVM2RVE9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiRlF2Y3Q0VkpkOWdNZHBKaU9zOEFuaitoeXVnNE42YzBPMWNqSGpTWEx0Ni94U2JPc2JjTUZ5V1hZV1ZWTExVaUtvaVpGelVwa0dzQTUrN3RJV25lRHcrZ2R4enYzNnd2MExoYlovNnE2cG1pWWpOaX
http://txczgs.square.site/
mailto:kimary12@gmail.com
https://www.caldwelltx.gov/civiccenter

