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THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
By Marty Humphrey
“Breathe in, breathe out, move on.” That philosophy can be used for many things--when you are under
stress, when you are mad, or in this case when it is time to move into a different mentality or phase in your
life. For over a year we have been working hard to bring about public awareness of the history in the Stockyards. Speeches were given, pleads were made, sides were taken. The Society took a very public stand, not to
stop development, but to be sure there would be a sincere commitment to continue preservation of a time and
a people who made Fort Worth what it is today. Now the votes have been cast and the dust has settled (if it
ever can in the Stockyards) and it is time for all of us to breathe in, breath out, move on. Development, as we
have long known, is going to happen, but as we reflect so will our history continue because it belongs to the
people and it is up to us to keep it alive and thriving.
A section of Ecclesiastes states “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven-a
time to tear down and a time to build.” I was given the opportunity by Majestic to tour the remaining Swift
buildings, to see for myself their condition and what remains. In a sense it was sad seeing what was once a
thriving industry with only a few remnants left. Had someone in the 1970s, 80s, or early 90s had the vision to
restructure that area, the story could have had a different ending, but that didn’t happen and the years of neglect is evident in each building. The walls have become a canvas to graffiti artists, trees have spouted on the
upper floors, roofs and ramps have caved in, and vandals have stripped the buildings of anything of worth-both
financially and historically.

Membership Newsletter July 2016

Be Sure To Attend The NFWHS Meeting
July 14 at 7pm in the Livestock Exchange Building.
Our guest speaker is Jim Hodgeson
of the Fort Worth Aviation Museum.
He will discuss,
How the First World War Affected Texas and Fort Worth

As I stood there on the upper floor of the remains of the cooling building, I looked down on the core of the
Stockyards and watched vehicles coming and going, people walking down the streets, life moving on and I
thought of the past and thought of the men and women who worked there on that hill for years…and I realized the building wasn’t the entire history. I saw various decades of buildings and businesses, not just the early
1900s. The people who built the buildings, the industry, and those who worked there to provide for their families are the history, and they have lived on through those families. Sometimes a building is beyond restoration,
both physically and cost-wise. But we must remember, it is the people that made things happen and that gave
us our heritage. Saying good-bye is never easy - it is painful, and that includes saying good-bye to a structure
whether a building or a family home, but in time we all have to breathe in, breathe out, move on.
The history does not disappear, unless we as a community allow that to happen. It instead should grow
stronger with each day, each newcomer, and each brick. To remain strong and continue, we must allow the
new to come in, as it has always done, but with one slight variable--the North Fort Worth Historical Society
must be here to protect, preserve, and continue to educate about our history and heritage. We are the only
museum and historical society dedicated to the Stockyards, it is our duty and our mission. Now we must stand
by our belief and passion to offer our services, knowledge, experience, and ideas to help preserve the history
and heritage for the Stockyards of the future and for our next generations.
I was recently reminded that we must never forget, the property owners bought the land and the buildings, but
the people own the history and we must keep the true story alive for the children who call Fort
Worth COWTOWN. I invite the developers to work together with the NFWHS in a true partnership to present the true story of what once was and continues to be, the Stockyards, so that it can remain strong. We
must also work together to restore and protect the buildings and structures that are salvageable, as a testament to the earlier times and people that built the Stockyards industry. After all, isn’t that the real Stockyards-a
culture of strong men and women standing true to their beliefs to achieve a legend. ~ Marty

Welcome New Members!
Dave & Julie Wende

Alan & Melissa Hartley

O.Z. Helmer D.D.S. & Brenda Helmer
Joseph Praslicka
Patrick Mann

Melanie & Flavious Smith
Christine Norton

Anita Robeson
Kendra Smith

D. Ross Meekins (in memory of Waddy Ross of Ross Brother Horse & Mule Sales)
Thank you to ALL of the North Fort Worth Historical Society members for your support!
If you are not a member and would like to be, call 817-625-5082 or
visit www.stockyardsmuseum.org and click on the Historical Society Membership page.
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Glimpses of the Past…
Photos of the remains of Swift & Co. were taken recently by Marty Humphrey.
“The property owners bought the land and the buildings, but the people own
the history and we must keep the true story alive...”

NFWHS July 2016

Page 3

NFWHS News by Teresa Burleson
Volunteer, Bobby Creel, has finally taken back his spot on Wednesdays in the museum. We
are so happy he is feeling better and glad he is back!
Keep Keith and Judy Bridwell in your thoughts and prayers. Both are struggling with
health issues. We are holding your volunteer spot open for you Keith!
Pat Simpson has not been able to return to her post in the museum on Thursday and we
miss her! Continue to send good thoughts and prayers her way.
The NFWHS send our thoughts out to longtime members that we haven't seen in awhile.
Becky Marshall, Diane Carter, Judy Bridwell and Sue Ann Hayley, we think of you often.

The Stockyards Museum and Palace Theater Light Bulb were on the news!
Last month, Russ McCaskey from CBS, Channel 11 News, paid a visit to the Stockyards
Museum to record a segment on the legendary Palace Theater Light Bulb. The segment aired
on Thursday, June 9th, right before the 5 o’clock news. The story on the light bulb was
picked up by a few of the CBS sister stations because several people said they saw it in other
cities such as El Paso and Houston. This link will take you to the Channel 11 website and the
video of the segment.

http://dfw.cbslocal.com/2016/06/09/welcome-to-texas-palace-theater-light-bulb/
Are you looking for something
interesting and fun to do?
Do you love history and the
Stockyards?
Why not be a volunteer of the
Stockyards Museum?
You'll meet people from all over
the world. You'll have a chance to
share stories about our rich and
colorful history.
We are looking for volunteers on
weekdays and Sunday afternoons.
If you are interested please
contact Teresa at 817-625-5082.
You will enjoy it!

