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THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
By Marty Humphrey

Membership Newsletter January 2016

Another year has ended, and we anxiously look forward to a new, hopefully better year. Whether it
is improvement in our personal lives, better times for the economy, a safer world to live in, or new
advances in medicine we begin the year with hope. Throughout the new year, please remember our
friends, co-workers, fellow members and family who may need our encouragement and sharing.
The Stockyards and our Society will also have challenges ahead. This past year we have fought the
good fight to spread the word that our Stockyards is a unique and magical place. I’m sure our councilpersons, property owners and developers are growing tired of our faces, but we can’t back down,
not now, not ever. Our Society has an obligation to do whatever that is within our power to keep the
Stockyards alive for other generations to enjoy and learn from. We must remember youth today
have nothing but books to show how the Stockyards worked and how they built a City. We must
show them the brick-paved pens, the marvelous engineering with the movement of the gates, the
ground-level scale mechanism, the tunnels, and yes, the structures , some in ruins, that gave thousands of people a job, put safe food on tables, and contributed to the war effort.We can still hear the
voices of the people who worked there (though the Wall Street of the West) but we can also hear
the whispers of those long gone and their love for the area. Property and business owners will come
and go, our Society has a responsibility to focus on more than what is important to one group, we
must look at the overall purpose and make the Stockyards strong and vibrant for everyone-business,
taxpayers, guests and historians.
So, you ask, what can I do, I am only one person. In the book “Inside the Magic Kingdom” by Tom
Connellan it simply describes the importance of each person by the phrase: “Xvxry onx makxs a
diffxrxncx”. The explanation goes on with this story: Somxtimxs I gxt to thinking that what I do
doxs’nt mattxr. But whxn I start thinking that way I rxmxmbxr my old typxwritxr. Most of thx kxys
workxd finx most of thx timx. But onx day onx of thx kxys stoppxd working althoughxr. And that
rxally mxssxd xvxrything up. So whxn I’m txmptxd to say I’m only onx pxrson, it won’t makx
much diffxrxncx if I don’t do this, I rxmxmbxr my old typxwritxr. And I say to mysxlf, I am a kxy
pxrson and nxxdxd vxry much.
Think about how you can make a difference, whether it is helping with a monetary donation, assistance with writing grants, repairs to our displays, renewing your membership at a higher level, volunteering in the museum (it doesn’t have to be on a regular basis), fundraising (and that includes
getting companies or people involved who can sponsor us), joining us at City Hall and at public
meetings (there is strength in numbers), promoting the Society and Museum to community groups,
bringing in new members, matching funds programs, or providing professional services.
We are each just one person and we each make a difference every day. You can help us keep the
Society and Stockyards Museum alive and strong…and let’s keep the Stockyards real.

- Marty

There will NOT be a NFWHS meeting
in January!
Regular monthly meetings on the second Thursday of the month will resume in February.

We wish you a happy and prosperous New Year!

Be sure to get your 2016
Stockyards Calendar!
Each month has a historic photo
from the Fort Worth Stockyards.
You will also find important
dates in Stockyards history.
The calendars are $10.99 each
but if you are a member you get
a 15% discount.
Come by the museum or call
817-625-5082, ask for Teresa,
and get your copy before they
are all gone!
(Shipping charges apply if
ordered over the phone.)

Just In Time For The New Year!
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We had a Jolly Good Time!
NFWHS Christmas Party, 2015
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by Teresa Burleson
Longtime member of the North Fort Worth Historical Society,
Jimmy Carter, passed away on December 18, 2015.
Jimmy and Diane Carter also volunteered in the museum for many
years. Jimmy will certainly be missed by us all.
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Diane and the Carter family.

Is it time to renew your NFWHS Membership?
If you’re not sure, call Teresa, 817-625-5082.

A Good Time
Was Had
By All!

