NFWHS February 2015

Page 4

THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

Membership Newsletter February 2015

By Marty Humphrey

We will be looking for you at the
Weather in Texas is certainly never boring, we can change from t-shirts and shorts to heavy
coats and long pants in five minutes. So far our winter has been pretty good, but we know
that can change, especially since it is Stock Show time. Every year we continue to get visitors to the museum looking for the Stock Show. We happily give directions and phone numbers while encouraging them to enjoy the museum before heading out.
Mentioning the museum, we have a couple of new items thanks to member and volunteer Ed
Brown. He has graciously donated a “talking machine” (better known as a Victrola) and a
digital photo frame which he has loaded with Quanah and Cynthia Parker-related photos.
Thanks Ed, and everyone come by and check these and our other items and displays out.
Teresa does a terrific job of keeping the displays in the museum fresh. We also have a great
collection of books on local history at the museum, so check those out when you need a gift
or something to read during the cold, icy days to come.
We lost a long-time member and supporter this month, Pat Allen. We will miss her and her
love for the Society. Let’s remember her family in our thoughts and prayers.
We had a great deal of fun (and attendance) this year at our Christmas Party. For those of
you who remember our field trips of past, you will be glad to know we are talking over some
interesting plans for this Spring. In February, a few of us will be getting dressed up in our
old-time clothes for an appearance at Rahr Brewery as their “Charity of the Day;” hopefully,
the liquor may help us with sign-ups for new members or donations.
Please don’t forget to sell (or buy) those raffle tickets and get your money for those to
Teresa. Membership dues are up for renewal, so please don’t forget to send in your
checks…and if you want to up your membership level or add a donation, we will be thrilled
to accept that. No matter what your contribution or form of support, we appreciate each and
every one of you!
See you on February 12th! ~

Marty

February NFWHS Meeting!
On February 12 at 7pm in the Livestock Exchange Building.

Our Special Guest will be Jerry Lobdill.
Jerry is a western history researcher and writer with
articles published in, The Journal of the Wild West
History and Wild West magazine.
He will talk with us about his new book,

Last Train to El Paso—the mysterious
unsolved murder of a cattle baron.
After a 30 year daytime career as an underwater sound physicist and chemical engineer and
an after-hours pseudo-career as a flamenco guitarist Jerry is now a full time history addict, researcher, and author.

Have You
Bought Your
Raffle Ticket Yet?
Don’t forget, it is a
fund raiser for the
NFWHS. Come get
a book of tickets to
sell to your
friends, co-workers
and family.
Everybody loves the
NFWHS and
everybody loves
Cabelas!
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Glimpses of the Past…
In 1896 the first Stock Show takes place in March on the banks of Marine Creek in North Fort
Worth, in the Stockyards. The second show was held on October 12-13 to coincide with the
National Livestock Exchange Convention meeting; and on October 12: first parade opens the
Stock Show. By 1901 the Stock Show officially adopts the name: Texas Fat Stock Show.
In 1903, Armour and Swift packing companies relocate their plants to the Stockyards and the
formal opening coincides with the opening of the Stock Show. By 1908, the Northside
Coliseum, opens and was the site of the annual cattle show. It was billed as “the most opulent
and dynamic livestock pavilion in the entire Western Hemisphere.” The Coliseum featured
enormous skylights, patriotic flags and bunting, and incandescent lights. Samuel Burk Burnett,
founder of the famous 6666 Ranch, became the show’s president and the stock show opened
under a new name: National Feeders and Breeders Show.
In 1944 the Stock Show leaves the Historic Stockyards and moves to Will Rogers Memorial
Center.
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by Teresa Burleson
Longtime member of the NFWHS, Margaret Patricia "Pat" Allen, passed
away quietly and unexpectedly on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2015. She and husband
Gene owned the Mule Alley Emporium in the Fort Worth Stockyards after
Gene retired from the U.S. Air Force. A proud military wife, she was involved with volunteer work in every location they served. She especially
treasured her time with the North Fort Worth Historical Society. Pat was
preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, Gene Allen.
Jimmy Carter is doing better after an illness that had him hospitalized. He may be going
home this week. Keep Jimmy and Diane Carter in your thoughts and prayers.
If its been awhile since you visited the Stockyards Museum, come see the new items we
have. Member, Ed Brown, has loaned a 1925 Victor Talking Machine and it still works! You
should see peoples faces when we crank that thing up and play it!
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You can also pay online using PayPal at www.stockyardsmuseum.org

