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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By Tom Wiederhold and Marty Humphrey 

The February Meeting  

is on the 13th at 7pm. 

Special guest is Mike Nichols, 

Author of Lost Fort Worth 

Come hear Mr. Nichols tell of his research and 

adventures while writing his newest book. 

``````` 

Mike Nichols was born on the North Side three blocks 

from the stockyards, grew up on the East Side and now 

lives in southwest Fort Worth. He worked for twenty-

three years as a reporter, copy editor, columnist and 

travel writer for the hometown newspaper,         

the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

Dear Friend of the North Fort Worth Historical Society 

This is not your usual membership renewal notice from the North Fort Worth Historical    

Society.  We sincerely need your help to insure the survival of the Stockyards Museum. As a 

loyal member, you know that almost 40 years ago the Society formed to preserve the rich 

cultural heritage of the Stockyards area.  In 1989, we began educating both local residents 

and travelers alike through the Stockyards Museum. Over the years the Society has          

supported a wide variety of efforts to protect the area’s historical integrity while encouraging 

a vibrant economic environment for local businesses. We take our job seriously. 
 

What you may not know is that while costs to maintain the museum and outreach projects 

have increased, the NFWHS revenue has not. Through conservative management we      

maximize every dollar from memberships, donations, grants, and fundraisers.  However, 

each of these funding sources declined as the economy struggled, and they have not bounced 

back. Without the assistance of dedicated supporters like you, the museum will not be able to     

operate beyond 2014. 
 

You may be asking…What can I do?  First, RENEW your membership with the enclosed 

form or visit www.stockyardsmuseum.org. Even better, consider a Patron level contribution 

or higher. INVITE a friend to attend a meeting and join our ranks.  PARTICIPATE by mak-

ing a donation of your money, time, or expertise.  The NFWHS board has implemented a 

plan to promote membership growth and organize fundraising activities in the coming 

months.  Whether you can do a lot or a little, we guarantee it will be important to us.        

Our future depends on you.   
 

You’ll hear more about opportunities to assist with upcoming events at meetings and through 

our newsletter. Don't hesitate to contact Teresa Burleson at (817) 625-5082 or 

nfwhs@sbcglobal.net with questions or to offer a helping hand.  Thank you for making the 

NFWHS what it is today.  We have already saved the Stockyards for generations to come.  

By working together we are certain we can overcome this challenge too. 
 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Wiederhold, President and Marty Humphrey, 1st Vice President 

Volunteer of the Month - 

     Wanda WilkIns 
Wanda Wilkins is a fairly new volunteer but she is not new to the     

museum. Her granddaughter, Hannah Williams, has been an intern, 

working in the summer and on holidays, for about 4 years.               

With Hannah off to college Wanda decided to start volunteering. 

Wanda brings with her a love of history and art and administrative du-

ties that she used before she retired from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.  

Wanda enjoys the variety of people she meets here in the museum and 

loves telling them about the Stockyards history. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer contact Teresa Burleson at 

817-625-5082 or nfwhs@sbcglobal.net. 

 

"Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, but because they're priceless."           

 

 

 

Happy Valentines Day! 
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by Teresa Burleson

The NFWHS lost 2 long time members in January.                                                            

Dave Poston passed away on January 9th.  Dave is well known for once being a reenactor 

with the Legends of the West.  He was retired from the Air Force as a Fire Arms Specialist 

and from the Bureau of Engraving. 

We also lost, Walter Moten, our beloved Tuesday volunteer on January 20th. We loved his 

stories and to reminisce with him. He was also a volunteer at the Log Cabin Village.          

He enjoyed giving his time to his community.  

We send our condolences to the Poston and Moten families. 

 

 

Please choose your Membership Level 

□  $25.00      Individual 

□ $35.00      Family 

□ $12.00      Student* (Grades 1-12) 

□ $150.00    Patron/Corporate 

□ (no dues) Honorary*  

Corporate Levels  

□ Commission Agent* $1,000.00   

□ Brand Inspector*              $2,500.00 

□         Stockyards Cattle Baron*  $5,000.00 

It’s easy to pay your dues Online with PayPal.  Just go to www.StockyardsMuseum.org 

* Corporate, Student and Honorary members will not have voting privileges.  

Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________  

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip _______________________ 

Telephone(s) _______________________________________________________________________                               

                                            

Email_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Glimpses of the Past…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Little Stock Show History 

In 1896 the first Stock Show took place in March on the banks of Marine Creek in North Fort 

Worth. The second show was held the same year on October 12-13 to coincide with the       

National Livestock Exchange Convention meeting. They had the first parade to open the Stock 

Show.  

In 1907, the first admission of 25 cents was charged. The Stock Show Association formed the 

first formal horse show directly connected to the Stock Show. On October 4th, the cornerstone 

was set for Northside Coliseum  

 In 1908, the Northside Coliseum, site of the annual cattle show, was billed as “the most opu-

lent and dynamic livestock pavilion in the entire Western Hemisphere.” The Coliseum featured 

enormous skylights, patriotic flags and bunting, and incandescent lights. Samuel Burk Burnett, 

founder of the famous 6666 Ranch, becomes the show’s president; show opens under new 

name: National Feeders and Breeders Show. 

In 1918, the rodeo was added to the Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show. Opening 

day of the rodeo was the unquestioned highlight of the year for thousands of people. Stock 

Show adopted Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show as the official name.                

The Northside Coliseum was the host of  the world's  first indoor rodeo! 

In 1944, the Stock Show left the Stockyards and moved to Will Rogers Memorial Center. Gene 

Autry became the first entertainer to appear at the rodeo. 

 

 

This photo was 

not at the first 

stock show but it 

was at the 1901 

stock show. The 

building in the 

background was 

the first Livestock       

Exchange Build-

ing and Hotel. 

Payment Amount Paid $ _______________ 

□  Cash    □ Check     □ MasterCard    □ Visa 

                    Make Checks Payable to NFWHS 

Name as it appears on Credit Card 

_________________________________________ 

Card Number: _____________________________ 

Expiration Date ____________________________ 

Don’t forget to Renew 

Your Membership,          

Participation and Donations 

Allow Us To Do What We 

Do, Preserve, Protect and 

Promote the History of the 

Stockyards & North Fort 

Worth. 

http://www.stockyardsmuseum.org/

