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THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
By Marty Humphrey
With the weather we have been having you would think its August instead of the first week
of July. Keeping with that thought, the National Day of the American Cowboy is this month
on July 28th--must have been a Northerner or a Californian who came up with that date because Texans know better than celebrating something outdoors in July (besides the 4th of
course}.
There was a really complimentary article about our own Teresa Burleson in the Parker
County Lifestyle Magazine. Try to find a copy and enjoy--great job Teresa, we are proud of
you.
We would like to wish Steve Murrin a happy 80th birthday. He had a surprise birthday party
(he threw it) on June 30th to celebrate with a few 100 friends. Happy Birthday Steve and
many more.
Thanks to Paul and Melissa Hunter for buying the Society a new chair rack. Anyone putting
away chairs after a monthly meeting will understand why we needed one. Thanks for your
generosity.
Teresa went to a meeting this week for the West Exchange business owners and learned the
target date for the work on the Horse and Mule barns and the new hotel by Marine Creek
will be starting around July 9th. Mule Alley will be closed during the construction and that
will create parking problems (as if we don’t already have enough parking problems). They
are going to put up signs telling people about the parking over by Billy Bob’s and Cooper’s
BBQ. If you cut through Mule Alley to get to the Museum, better find a different way.
If you enjoy reading while on vacation, stop by the Museum and check out our excellent
selection of books that range from Fort Worth history, Texana and Old West. We are open
every day, plus Sundays until Labor Day. With the subject of Sunday openings, a special
thanks to our volunteers working that day for the summer months--Paul and Melissa Hunter,
John Pugh, Gerlind Capling, Debbie Clarke, Debi Carl, Skip Humphrey, and Kate and Tom
Hogg. Because of each of you, and our regular weekday and Saturday volunteers, we can
keep the doors of the Museum open. The money we take in on Sundays this summer will
help tremendously on the frigid days of February.
Be sure to put the Oakwood Cemetery Saints and Sinners Tour on your calendar and talk
about it with your co-workers and friends. The dates this year are October 26, 27, and 28…
more details later. Take care and stay cool! ~ Marty
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Mark Your Calendar for the
NFWHS July 12th Meeting at 7pm!
Our special guest will be
Kristin Jaworski
Trail Boss of the Fort Worth Herd.
She will share what lies ahead for the
Fort Worth Herd and the Cattle Drive.
(Inside the Livestock Exchange Building)
A Gift of Niles City and the Fort Worth Belt Railway
At the June 14, 2018 NFWHS meeting, Mr. Jim Paprskar presented President, Marty
Humphrey with an original Right of Way Map of the Fort Worth Belt Railway and Niles
City. Mr. Paprskar inherited the map from his grandparents that immigrated to Niles City to
work in the packing plants.
Thank you very much Mr. Paprskar! We will preserve the originals and place a copy in the
museum.
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Glimpses of the Past…
Everyone loved Bonanza. How fun it would’ve been to meet Ben and Hoss in person!
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NFWHS News by Teresa Burleson
Our Heartfelt condolences to our member and volunteer, James Madewell, on the passing of
his father, James Douglas Madewell. The late Mr. Madewell was a WWII veteran, serving
under General McArthur on the Philippine Islands.

Welcome New Members!

David and Jana Offut

NOTICE: As of July 9th there will no longer be parking available in Mule Alley and you
will not be able to enter E. Exchange using Mule Alley. It will be closed for approximately
18 months while the renovation of the Horse and Mule Barns take place.
Did You Know...
In 1892, Boston financier Greenlief Simpson visited the Fort Worth Union Stockyards and
at the time of his visit a railroad washout had stranded several thousand head of cattle at the
yards. “This is some market!” Simpson told his lawyer, W.C. Johnson.
It is unknown whether Simpson ever learned the reason for so many cattle that day but,
impressed by the magnitude of the market, Simpson decided to buy into the stockyards and
he and several of his friends and investors, including Louville Niles of Boston, created The
Fort Worth Stockyards Company.
In 1893 Simpson promised Texas cattle raisers that if they would ship their cattle to the Fort
Worth stockyards instead of the Kansas City stockyards, he would pay them fifty cents a
head more than Kansas City paid. In 1895 the Fort Worth Live Stock Commission Company was chartered.

Happy
July
4th!

