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THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
By Marty Humphrey

Membership Newsletter January 2018

Without a member meeting in January, it sure was quiet around the Museum. Our slow time
is always through the winter months and it seems this year is even slower than past years.
Let’s hope that isn’t an indicator for the rest of the year.
Teresa has been working in the museum on the displays and has started adding the “pen
pals” postcards for our visitors to see. If you don’t know what that is, we ask our museum
visitors to be our “pen pals” (get it, the cattle pens) and send us a post card from their home
city or country. It is kind of interesting the places we have gotten so far.
We have heard rumblings from across the street that the Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame will
be moving to Rodeo Plaza. If you remember, the convention bureau is sharing their digs
and everyone will be displaced when they start on the Horse and Mule barns. I’m sure soon
we will need a scorecard to keep up with moves and newcomers. It is kind of like living in
a really small town in the middle of nowhere and all of a sudden big trucks start pulling in
and parking. Teresa promises she will keep her eyes and ears open and let us know the latest, and of course I will do the same.
I hope everyone is staying reasonably healthy and away from the flu that is going around.
Please take precautions like washing your hands often, staying away from sick people when
possible, and using plenty of disinfectant wipes on commonly used places. It still isn’t too
late to get a flu shot. Each of our members and volunteers are important, so stay healthy!
Plans are moving forward for our annual spring field trip, so watch the newsletters for
details. I hope to see you at our February meeting. ~ Marty
Mark Your Calendars for Cowtown Goes Green on March 17th.
It will be a Family Friendly St. Patrick's Day celebration with
lots of fun activities. It will be held right here in the
Historic Fort Worth Stockyards!

Happy Valentines Day!

On January 31st a family came into the museum and
asked if we knew of a past President of the Fort Worth
Stockyards Co. named John Lewis. After checking the
accessions list, a photo of John Lewis was presented to
Tom Lewis, the grandson of John Lewis.
John Lewis was President of the Fort Worth Stockyards
Co. from 1959 to 1971. Tom reminisced about running
around the cattle pens and Livestock Exchange Building as a child when he came to visit his grandfather.
Tom Lewis and his family live in Broken Arrow, OK
and were visiting the Fort Worth area.
Glad y’all stopped in! It was a pleasure meeting you.

Page 2

NFWHS June 2017

NFWHS June 2017

Page 3

Glimpses of the Past…

NFWHS News by Teresa Burleson

The Ellis Pecan building at 1012 North Main Street was originally built as a Klu Klux
Klan Klavern in 1924 by architect Earl Glasgow, who was a member of the klavern. On
November 6th, 1924 it was destroyed by a fire of suspicious origin. But the hall was
rebuilt and reopened in June, 1925.
After KKK membership started dwindling the hall was sold to Leonard Brothers in 1931
and was used as a warehouse. The
building later housed a boxing arena.
In 1946 it was bought by the Ellis
Pecan Company.
It has long since been abandoned.

The NFWHS sends our sincere condolences to members and volunteers Bobby and
Christy Creel and family, for the loss of Bobby’s mother Shirley Creel. Shirley was a long
time resident of north Fort Worth and a very active member of the Neighbor Watch Program.
The NFWHS send its heartfelt sympathies to the family of
Thomas B. Saunders IV. Lovingly known as Tom B., he went to his
heavenly home on January 31st.
The Saunders family had the first commission office in the Fort Worth
Stockyards. Tom B. helped start the Fort Worth Herd and the daily cattle drive. The Saunders family still operates the family ranch in Parker
County. He was the real deal, a cowboy and a historian.
He will be greatly missed.

We can’t do it without you! Please take the time to renew!

